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As the calendar pages turn, the pivotal role of Al in shaping our world becomes ever
more evident.

The EU is nearing a breakthrough on its Al Act, setting the stage for global Al
governance. The EU is also moving swiftly on risk assessments for pivotal
technologies including Al. In the U.S., the FTC is dealing with a surge in Al-related
consumer complaints, echoing CAIDP's recent filings against OpenAl and Zoom.

A Freedom House report warns of Al's role in global internet freedom decline, while
the UN and the Red Cross call for immediate regulations on autonomous weapons.
Meanwhile, backlash against facial recognition technology is growing in the UK and
the U.S.

South Korea introduces a "Digital Bill of Rights," while Switzerland and Japan take
unique approaches to secure electoral integrity in an Al-driven world. Meanwhile,
Brazil opens public consultation on Al and data protection.

CAIDP continues its proactive advocacy, influencing discussions at the UGAI
Conference to set new governance benchmarks, address emerging Al challenges,
and secure fresh endorsements for its guiding principles, while also contributing a
key report on the EU's Al Act.

The call for responsible Al governance is louder than ever, and the time to act is

now.
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IDENTIFICATION OBLIGATION

The institution responsible for an Al system
must be made known to the public.

FAIRNESS OBLIGATION

Institutions must ensure that Al systems do not
reflect unfair bias or make impermissible
discriminatory decisions.

ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY

An Al system should be deployed only after an adequate
evaluation of its purpose and cbjectives, its benefits, as well
as its risks. Institutions must be responsible for decisions made
by an Al system.

ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, AND VALIDITY

Institutions must ensure the accuracy, re1icbi|i1y, and validity of

decisions.
DATA QUALITY
Institutions must establish data provenance, and assure quality and
/ relevance for the data input into algorithms.
PUBLIC SAFETY -
Institutions must assess the public safety risks v

that arise from the deployment of Al systems that
direct or control physical devices, and implement
safety controls.
CYBERSECURITY
Institutions must secure Al systems against
cybersecurity threats.

PROHIBITION ON SECRET PROFILING

No institution shall establish or maintain a secret
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Assessments

The European Commission is making
significant strides in establishing a

comprehensive framework for Al and
other emerging technologies. "We have concluded a long and fruitful trilogue on the
#AlAct where we found agreement on large and important chunks of the text," said
EU Al Act co-rapporteur, Dragos Tudorache, in a recent LinkedIn post. Among the
agreed-upon elements are "requirements for high-risk Al systems, sandboxes,
market surveillance and enforcement, penalties and fines." According to Tudorache,
European authorities have also "agreed on an architecture for the classification for
high-risk #Al systems, to be further refined," and are beginning to unify their views
on foundational Al models and governance structures. "As next steps, we need to
make a number of balanced political choices on the remaining issues. We're not
there yet but we are very close and moving rapidly in that direction."


https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7114988397735104512/

In parallel, the European Commission issued arecommendation for risk

assessments in four pivotal technology sectors: advanced semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, quantum technologies, and biotechnologies. "Technology is currently at
the heart of geopolitical competition and the EU wants to be a player, not a
playground," said Vice-President Véra Jourova, highlighting the urgency of the
assessment. This initiative is a component of the EU's wider Economic Security
Strategy, designed to mitigate an array of vulnerabilities, including the risk of
technology leakage. Member States have been urged to collaborate on these risk
assessments by the end of the year, marking a concerted effort to address
technology security. "Europe is adapting to the new geopolitical realities, putting an
end to the era of naivety and acting as a real geopolitical power," added
Commissioner for Internal Market Thierry Breton.

The European Commission will also support the Dutch Authority for Digital
Infrastructure (RDI) in establishing oversight of Al systems under the forthcoming EU
Al Act, which is anticipated to be enacted by the end of 2023. Through an extensive
review of current practices, simulated case studies, and multi-stakeholder
recommendations, the RDI aims to ensure Al adherence to all relevant legislation.
As chair of European and Dutch competent authority working groups on Al, lessons
learned by the RDI will also aid other member states in addressing oversight
challenges posed by revolutionary technologies. The UNESCO Social and Human
Sciences Sector will provide technical assistance over three phases under the EU's
Technical Support Instrument. Amidst the fast-paced evolution of Al technologies,
this initiative signals the EU's commitment to ensuring that innovation is matched
with responsibility, safety, and respect for fundamental rights.

FTC Blog Post Reveals Rising
Consumer Concerns About Al

FEDERAL TRADE COMIMISSION

PROTECTING AMERICA’S CONSUMERS

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC)

is intensifying its focus on consumer

concerns about the ethical and privacy
implications of Al. According to a recent
FTC blog post, the agency's Consumer Sentinel Network has seen a surge in
complaints that highlight a range of issues "from how [Al] is built to how it's applied
in the real world." These consumer worries echo the actions of CAIDP, which filed

complaints against OpenAl and Zoom with the FTC, spotlighting issues of user

privacy, autonomy, and security.

The FTC blog post pulls no punches when it comes to detailing the key worries of
consumers. It notes that consumers have voiced "concerns about harms related to
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Al," including fears that their web content might be used "to train models that could
later supplant their ability to make a living by creating content." The report also
highlights concerns about the use of biometric data, particularly voice recordings, in
training Al models. In a world increasingly influenced by Al technologies, the FTC is
underlining the urgent need for guidelines and consumer protections.
Simultaneously, CAIDP is urging the FTC to act swiftly on the complaints,
emphasizing the immediate need for regulatory oversight.

Al's Impact on Internet Freedom Raises
Global Concerns

Expanding freedom

The digital landscape is undergoing a and democracy.
seismic shift, and the culprit is as

promising as it is perilous: Al. According
to a new report by Freedom House, the
accelerating advances in Al technology are contributing to a 13th consecutive year
of decline in global internet freedom. Governments are weaponizing Al to refine their
online censorship tools and disinformation campaigns, thereby undermining
democratic values and human rights.

However, the situation is not entirely bleak. The Freedom House report also posits
that Al holds the potential to be democracy's digital savior. If correctly designed and
transparently regulated, Al technologies can aid in dodging authoritarian censorship
and documenting human rights abuses. The call to action is clear: Democratic
states must navigate the Al landscape with a compass set firmly on human rights
and transparency, to turn the tide against the decline in global internet freedom.

UN and Red Cross Urge Global
Restrictions on Autonomous Weapons

In a joint appeal, UN Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres and International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
President Mirjana Spoljaric called for

immediate international regulations on autonomous weapon systems. "We call on
world leaders to launch negotiations of a new legally binding instrument to set clear
prohibitions and restrictions on autonomous weapon systems and to conclude such
negotiations by 2026," they stated. The leaders emphasized that these weapons,
which can select targets and apply force without human intervention, pose "serious
humanitarian, legal, ethical and security concerns."


https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-advances-artificial-intelligence-are-amplifying-crisis-human-rights-online
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1141922#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWe call on world leaders,Mirjana Spoljaric said on Thursday.

The call to action comes amid growing concerns that the proliferation of
autonomous systems could escalate violence and lower the threshold for engaging
in conflicts. "We must act now to preserve human control over the use of force.
Human control must be retained in life and death decisions," Guterres and Spoljaric
cautioned. They underscored that machines with the capability to take lives without
human involvement "should be prohibited by international law," adding that the time
to act is now to avoid "terrible consequences for humanity."

South Korea Unveils Ambitious "Digital
Bill of Rights"

South Korea formally announced a
"Digital Bill of Rights," charting a course

for a "new digital order" based on
universal principles. The initiative is the
culmination of a series of global discussions led by President Yoon Suk Yeol,
involving international forums and academic institutions. "Korea's announcement of
the 'Digital Bill of Rights' is an expression of confidence that we could proudly
present to the world the global-level normative order," said Minister Lee Jong Ho of
the Ministry of Science and ICT. The Bill addresses a broad range of issues, from
digital freedoms and literacy to equitable opportunities and cybersecurity. With this
move, South Korea aims to not only set domestic standards but also to be a key
player in the formulation of international digital norms.

UK and New York Face Backlash Over
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politicians and privacy advocates is A e e T
calling for an "immediate stop" to the use v 2mnres

of facial recognition technology, voicing

concerns about human rights and the "lack of a democratic mandate." "This
dangerously authoritarian technology has the potential to turn populations into
walking ID cards in a constant police line-up," says Silkie Carlo, the director of
privacy organization Big Brother Watch. The call for a ban follows the UK
government's announcement that police could access passport photos for criminal
investigations, a move that the Home Office defends as having "a sound legal

basis."


https://www.msit.go.kr/eng/bbs/view.do?sCode=eng&mId=4&mPid=2&pageIndex=&bbsSeqNo=42&nttSeqNo=878&searchOpt=ALL&searchTxt=
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Meanwhile, as reported by the Associated Press, New York State has banned the

use of facial recognition technology in schools after a report by the Office of
Information Technology Services concluded that the "risks of the use of (facial
recognition technology) in an educational setting may outweigh the benefits." The
decision leaves other biometric technologies, such as digital fingerprinting, up to
local districts.

Al and Elections: Swiss Parties Limit Use
as Japan Fights Disinformation
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ensure electoral integrity. Swissinfo

reports that ahead of their October 22 federal elections, five major Swiss political
parties have inked a code of conduct to limit Al's role in campaigns. In addition to
requiring that "any use of Al during political campaigns (recorded adverts, posters,
advertisements) must be explicitly declared," the parties have agreed to ban Al in
"negative campaigns, in which they attack their political opponents," setting a

precedent for electoral transparency.

On the other side of the globe, Japan is focusing on combating disinformation
through technology, as reported by Digital Watch Observatory. Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida has emphasized the role of Originator Profile (OP) digital
technology in the Hiroshima Al Process, a G7 forum addressing Al concerns. The
technology embeds electronic markers into data to verify its authenticity, offering a
method to scrutinize the reliability of information, especially during electoral events.
These diverging strategies from Switzerland and Japan highlight the complex
challenges and ethical considerations that Al brings into the modern electoral

process.
Brazil Opens Public Consultation on Al /
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Brazil's National Data Protection
Authority (ANPD) initiated a public
consultation to gather input for an

upcoming regulatory sandbox focused on
Al and data protection. Open until November 1, the consultation is designed to boost
responsible innovation in Al and enhance algorithmic transparency. The sandbox
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aims to understand the perspectives of various stakeholders, including the private
sector and experts, who may be impacted by future Al and data protection
regulations. This consultative approach will ensure transparency and inclusivity in
the ANPD's policymaking. The feedback will also contribute to the ANPD's
Regulatory Agenda for the 2023-2024, setting the framework for Al governance.

Join the movement & empower the Al policy
change-makers

You can make a significant impact in inspiring, empowering, and connecting Al
policy change-makers worldwide to address the most pressing and critical
challenges of our time.

Your contribution enables free Al policy training for future leaders in 60+ countries,
Al & Democratic Values Index report, weekly updates on global Al policy news, and
CAIDP's engagement with policymakers worldwide.

Need help with your donation? Contact us at fundraising @caidp.org

CAIDP is a registered non-profit organization, incorporated in Washington, DC
Tax ID: 86-3350258

CAIDP ACTIONS

UGAI Marks 5th Anniversary with
Transformative Conference

Last week, on October 5th, the Universal
Guidelines for Al (UGAI) celebrated its
5th anniversary with a conference,
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reiterating its role as a cornerstone in the

realm of Al ethics and governance. "We stand in strong support of the Universal
Guidelines for Al because they lay out a set of core principles to guide," said Sneha
Revanur, Encode Justice Founder. Attendees delved into UGAI's guiding principles
—from transparency and accountability to data quality and public safety—and
discussed the substantial influence these tenets have had on Al development and
policy over the past half-decade.

The conference wasn't just a retrospective; it also set the stage for the future of Al


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LR56DPUTZKY8E
mailto:fundraising@caidp.org
https://www.caidp.org/events/oct2023-dc-ugai/
https://clipchamp.com/watch/kRxCNvleUZJ

governance. “| know first-hand how important they've been in helping shape other
principles such as those developed at the OECD in 2019 that went on to become the
G20 Al Principles,” noted Andrew W. Wyckoff, Nonresident Senior Fellow at
Brookings. Panels and discussions focused on emerging challenges, new
endorsements, and ways to engage the broader community in the conversation
about responsible Al. The event was a call to all stakeholders to continue the
dialogue that shapes the future of Al, emphasizing that the work UGAI has started is
far from over.

Watch the conference here.
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Marc Rotenberg Addresses Al Ethics
and Policy in Lisbon Conference

Last week, Marc Rotenberg, Executive
Director of CAIDP, took the stage in
Lisbon to discuss crucial updates in the
U.S. Al policy with the National Council
of Ethics for the Life Sciences (CNECV) and the Luso-American Development
Foundation (FLAD). Rotenberg proposed the Universal Guidelines for Al as a vital
bridge between the worlds of Al ethics and Al law.

Civil Society’s Role in EU's Al Act

We're excited to share anew report
CAIDP prepared for the European Al &
Society Fund, titled "Making the Al Act

work: How civil society can ensure

Europe’s new regulation serves people &

society." This timely report comes as the EU Al Act is shaping up to be a landmark
legislation for the digital economy, akin to the GDPR. The report emphasizes that
the Act's success is not automatic; it will require sustained commitment and
resources from civil society for research, policy analysis, and advocacy from now
until its likely enforcement in 2026.

Our in-depth analysis reviews the current capacity of civil society to engage
effectively in the Al Act’s implementation. It celebrates the significant contributions
that Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) have already made in establishing
safeguards for fundamental rights and transparency in Al systems. With the
“trilogue" negotiations among EU institutions, the report flags the risk of dilution or
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removal of these vital provisions. It outlines a strategic roadmap for funders and civil
society, underscoring the urgency for engagement now rather than retrospective
assessment later.

U.S. Public Voice Opportunities

U.S. Copyright Office - Al and Copyright (Deadline: Oct. 18, 2023)

U.S. Federal Election Commission - Al and Campaign Ads

UGAI endorsement opportunities

A Deep Dive through CAIDP's Al and Democratic Values Index: Estonia

Estonia, a European Union member known for its advancements in digital
governance, has taken a nuanced approach toward Artificial Intelligence (Al) and
ethics. While the nation has endorsed international standards like the OECD Al
Principles and the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Al its first national
Al strategy was notably light on ethical considerations. According to Estonia's Prime
Minister Kaja Kallas, the country aims to harness Al's "huge potential" in public
services, while ensuring that "every individual's privacy is a very important matter for

us.

In contrast to its initial Al strategy, Estonia's second foray into the Al policy
landscape leans more heavily on ethical considerations. The Estonian Government
Chief Data Officer, Mr. Velsberg, welcomed the draft EU Al Act, citing Estonia’s
long-standing support for European-wide regulation to foster a common market.
However, he expressed reservations about the Act’s broad definition and sweeping
scope, indicating that "in this assessment, we rely on the long experience Estonia
has with Al in the public sector." The nation now faces the question of whether it
sees ethical guidelines as a facilitator for Al deployment or as a precondition for it.

This country report is from CAIDP’s comprehensive review of Al policies and
practices around the world. Review the Al and Democratic Values Index for more

information.

Al POLICY EVENTS

e Asia Privacy Bridge Forum, “Data Access and Trust in Al era,” with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Korea Institute of Science and Technology, Seoul,
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October 12, 2023

Public Interest Technology University Network (PIT-UN) Convening with
Merve Hickok (CAIDP), Boston, October 12-13, 2023

Global Privacy Assembly, Bermuda,October 15-20, 2023

GITEX Global 2023 with Merve Hickok (CAIDP), Dubai,United Arab Emirates,
October 16-20, 2023

Committee on Artificial Intelligence Plenary meeting, Council of Europe,
Strasbourg, October 24, 2023

World Bank, Al Insights Roundtable with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP),
Washington DC, October 26, 2023

National Academy of Medicine, Generative Al in Health and Medicine with
Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Washington DC, October 25, 2023

Fordham Law School, The New Al with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), New York
City, November 3, 2023

Weighing Al and Human Progress, Obama Foundation, Chicago, November 3,
2023

The Athens Roundtable on Al and the Rule of Law with Merve Hickok
(CAIDP), Washington, DC, November 30 - December 1, 2023

Committee on Artificial Intelligence Plenary meeting, Council of Europe,
Strasbourg, December 5, 2023

Council for Education, Al: A Lever for Sustainable Development with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Rabat, Morocco, December 12, 2023

2023 TTI/Vanguard: [next] with Merve Hickok (CAIDP) , Half Moon Bay, CA,
December 11-13, 2023
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	In parallel, the European Commission issued a recommendation for risk assessments in four pivotal technology sectors: advanced semiconductors, artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, and biotechnologies. "Technology is currently at the heart of geopolitical competition and the EU wants to be a player, not a playground," said Vice-President Věra Jourová, highlighting the urgency of the assessment. This initiative is a component of the EU's wider Economic Security Strategy, designed to mitigate an array of vulnerabilities, including the risk of technology leakage. Member States have been urged to collaborate on these risk assessments by the end of the year, marking a concerted effort to address technology security. "Europe is adapting to the new geopolitical realities, putting an end to the era of naivety and acting as a real geopolitical power," added Commissioner for Internal Market Thierry Breton.
	The European Commission will also support the Dutch Authority for Digital Infrastructure (RDI) in establishing oversight of AI systems under the forthcoming EU AI Act, which is anticipated to be enacted by the end of 2023. Through an extensive review of current practices, simulated case studies, and multi-stakeholder recommendations, the RDI aims to ensure AI adherence to all relevant legislation. As chair of European and Dutch competent authority working groups on AI, lessons learned by the RDI will also aid other member states in addressing oversight challenges posed by revolutionary technologies. The UNESCO Social and Human Sciences Sector will provide technical assistance over three phases under the EU's Technical Support Instrument. Amidst the fast-paced evolution of AI technologies, this initiative signals the EU's commitment to ensuring that innovation is matched with responsibility, safety, and respect for fundamental rights.
	FTC Blog Post Reveals Rising Consumer Concerns About AI
	The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is intensifying its focus on consumer concerns about the ethical and privacy implications of AI. According to a recent FTC blog post, the agency's Consumer Sentinel Network has seen a surge in complaints that highlight a range of issues "from how [AI] is built to how it's applied in the real world." These consumer worries echo the actions of CAIDP, which filed complaints against OpenAI and Zoom with the FTC, spotlighting issues of user privacy, autonomy, and security.
	The FTC blog post pulls no punches when it comes to detailing the key worries of consumers. It notes that consumers have voiced "concerns about harms related to AI," including fears that their web content might be used "to train models that could later supplant their ability to make a living by creating content." The report also highlights concerns about the use of biometric data, particularly voice recordings, in training AI models. In a world increasingly influenced by AI technologies, the FTC is underlining the urgent need for guidelines and consumer protections. Simultaneously, CAIDP is urging the FTC to act swiftly on the complaints, emphasizing the immediate need for regulatory oversight.
	AI's Impact on Internet Freedom Raises Global Concerns
	The digital landscape is undergoing a seismic shift, and the culprit is as promising as it is perilous: AI. According to a new report by Freedom House, the accelerating advances in AI technology are contributing to a 13th consecutive year of decline in global internet freedom. Governments are weaponizing AI to refine their online censorship tools and disinformation campaigns, thereby undermining democratic values and human rights.
	However, the situation is not entirely bleak. The Freedom House report also posits that AI holds the potential to be democracy's digital savior. If correctly designed and transparently regulated, AI technologies can aid in dodging authoritarian censorship and documenting human rights abuses. The call to action is clear: Democratic states must navigate the AI landscape with a compass set firmly on human rights and transparency, to turn the tide against the decline in global internet freedom.
	UN and Red Cross Urge Global Restrictions on Autonomous Weapons
	In a joint appeal, UN Secretary-General António Guterres and International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) President Mirjana Spoljaric called for immediate international regulations on autonomous weapon systems. "We call on world leaders to launch negotiations of a new legally binding instrument to set clear prohibitions and restrictions on autonomous weapon systems and to conclude such negotiations by 2026," they stated. The leaders emphasized that these weapons, which can select targets and apply force without human intervention, pose "serious humanitarian, legal, ethical and security concerns."
	The call to action comes amid growing concerns that the proliferation of autonomous systems could escalate violence and lower the threshold for engaging in conflicts. "We must act now to preserve human control over the use of force. Human control must be retained in life and death decisions," Guterres and Spoljaric cautioned. They underscored that machines with the capability to take lives without human involvement "should be prohibited by international law," adding that the time to act is now to avoid "terrible consequences for humanity."
	South Korea Unveils Ambitious "Digital Bill of Rights"
	South Korea formally announced a "Digital Bill of Rights," charting a course for a "new digital order" based on universal principles. The initiative is the culmination of a series of global discussions led by President Yoon Suk Yeol, involving international forums and academic institutions. "Korea's announcement of the 'Digital Bill of Rights' is an expression of confidence that we could proudly present to the world the global-level normative order," said Minister Lee Jong Ho of the Ministry of Science and ICT. The Bill addresses a broad range of issues, from digital freedoms and literacy to equitable opportunities and cybersecurity. With this move, South Korea aims to not only set domestic standards but also to be a key player in the formulation of international digital norms.
	UK and New York Face Backlash Over Facial Recognition
	According to the BBC, a group of UK politicians and privacy advocates is calling for an "immediate stop" to the use of facial recognition technology, voicing concerns about human rights and the "lack of a democratic mandate." "This dangerously authoritarian technology has the potential to turn populations into walking ID cards in a constant police line-up," says Silkie Carlo, the director of privacy organization Big Brother Watch. The call for a ban follows the UK government's announcement that police could access passport photos for criminal investigations, a move that the Home Office defends as having "a sound legal basis."
	Meanwhile, as reported by the Associated Press, New York State has banned the use of facial recognition technology in schools after a report by the Office of Information Technology Services concluded that the "risks of the use of (facial recognition technology) in an educational setting may outweigh the benefits." The decision leaves other biometric technologies, such as digital fingerprinting, up to local districts.
	AI and Elections: Swiss Parties Limit Use as Japan Fights Disinformation
	As countries grapple with the rising influence of AI in politics, Switzerland and Japan are taking distinct approaches to ensure electoral integrity. Swissinfo reports that ahead of their October 22 federal elections, five major Swiss political parties have inked a code of conduct to limit AI's role in campaigns. In addition to requiring that "any use of AI during political campaigns (recorded adverts, posters, advertisements) must be explicitly declared," the parties have agreed to ban AI in "negative campaigns, in which they attack their political opponents," setting a precedent for electoral transparency.
	On the other side of the globe, Japan is focusing on combating disinformation through technology, as reported by Digital Watch Observatory. Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has emphasized the role of Originator Profile (OP) digital technology in the Hiroshima AI Process, a G7 forum addressing AI concerns. The technology embeds electronic markers into data to verify its authenticity, offering a method to scrutinize the reliability of information, especially during electoral events. These diverging strategies from Switzerland and Japan highlight the complex challenges and ethical considerations that AI brings into the modern electoral process.
	Brazil Opens Public Consultation on AI and Data Protection
	Brazil's National Data Protection Authority (ANPD) initiated a public consultation to gather input for an upcoming regulatory sandbox focused on AI and data protection. Open until November 1, the consultation is designed to boost responsible innovation in AI and enhance algorithmic transparency. The sandbox aims to understand the perspectives of various stakeholders, including the private sector and experts, who may be impacted by future AI and data protection regulations. This consultative approach will ensure transparency and inclusivity in the ANPD's policymaking. The feedback will also contribute to the ANPD's Regulatory Agenda for the 2023-2024, setting the framework for AI governance.
	Join the movement & empower the AI policy change-makers
	You can make a significant impact in inspiring, empowering, and connecting AI policy change-makers worldwide to address the most pressing and critical challenges of our time.
	Your contribution enables free AI policy training for future leaders in 60+ countries, AI & Democratic Values Index report, weekly updates on global AI policy news, and CAIDP's engagement with policymakers worldwide.
	Need help with your donation? Contact us at fundraising@caidp.org
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	UGAI Marks 5th Anniversary with Transformative Conference
	Last week, on October 5th, the Universal Guidelines for AI (UGAI) celebrated its 5th anniversary with a conference, reiterating its role as a cornerstone in the realm of AI ethics and governance. "We stand in strong support of the Universal Guidelines for AI because they lay out a set of core principles to guide," said Sneha Revanur, Encode Justice Founder. Attendees delved into UGAI's guiding principles—from transparency and accountability to data quality and public safety—and discussed the substantial influence these tenets have had on AI development and policy over the past half-decade.
	The conference wasn't just a retrospective; it also set the stage for the future of AI governance. “I know first-hand how important they've been in helping shape other principles such as those developed at the OECD in 2019 that went on to become the G20 AI Principles,” noted Andrew W. Wyckoff, Nonresident Senior Fellow at Brookings. Panels and discussions focused on emerging challenges, new endorsements, and ways to engage the broader community in the conversation about responsible AI. The event was a call to all stakeholders to continue the dialogue that shapes the future of AI, emphasizing that the work UGAI has started is far from over.
	Watch the conference here.﻿
	Marc Rotenberg Addresses AI Ethics and Policy in Lisbon Conference
	Last week, Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of CAIDP, took the stage in Lisbon to discuss crucial updates in the U.S. AI policy with the National Council of Ethics for the Life Sciences (CNECV) and the Luso-American Development Foundation (FLAD). Rotenberg proposed the Universal Guidelines for AI as a vital bridge between the worlds of AI ethics and AI law.
	Civil Society’s Role in EU's AI Act
	We're excited to share a new report CAIDP prepared for the European AI & Society Fund, titled "Making the AI Act work: How civil society can ensure Europe’s new regulation serves people & society." This timely report comes as the EU AI Act is shaping up to be a landmark legislation for the digital economy, akin to the GDPR. The report emphasizes that the Act's success is not automatic; it will require sustained commitment and resources from civil society for research, policy analysis, and advocacy from now until its likely enforcement in 2026.
	Our in-depth analysis reviews the current capacity of civil society to engage effectively in the AI Act’s implementation. It celebrates the significant contributions that Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) have already made in establishing safeguards for fundamental rights and transparency in AI systems. With the "trilogue" negotiations among EU institutions, the report flags the risk of dilution or removal of these vital provisions. It outlines a strategic roadmap for funders and civil society, underscoring the urgency for engagement now rather than retrospective assessment later.
	U.S. Public Voice Opportunities
	U.S. Copyright Office - AI and Copyright (Deadline: Oct. 18, 2023)
	U.S. Federal Election Commission - AI and Campaign Ads
	UGAI endorsement opportunities
	A Deep Dive through CAIDP's AI and Democratic Values Index: Estonia
	Estonia, a European Union member known for its advancements in digital governance, has taken a nuanced approach toward Artificial Intelligence (AI) and ethics. While the nation has endorsed international standards like the OECD AI Principles and the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of AI, its first national AI strategy was notably light on ethical considerations. According to Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, the country aims to harness AI's "huge potential" in public services, while ensuring that "every individual's privacy is a very important matter for us."
	In contrast to its initial AI strategy, Estonia's second foray into the AI policy landscape leans more heavily on ethical considerations. The Estonian Government Chief Data Officer, Mr. Velsberg, welcomed the draft EU AI Act, citing Estonia’s long-standing support for European-wide regulation to foster a common market. However, he expressed reservations about the Act’s broad definition and sweeping scope, indicating that "in this assessment, we rely on the long experience Estonia has with AI in the public sector." The nation now faces the question of whether it sees ethical guidelines as a facilitator for AI deployment or as a precondition for it.
	This country report is from CAIDP’s comprehensive review of AI policies and practices around the world. Review the AI and Democratic Values Index for more information.

