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Last week was truly the World Cup of AI policy, as the Biden Administration

announced a comprehensive AI governance strategy aimed at setting new

standards for AI safety, equity, and privacy. This move comes alongside global

efforts, such as the G7's endorsement of an AI 'Code of Conduct' and the UN's

resolution on lethal autonomous weapons systems.
 

The U.S. initiative, which includes the creation of AI oversight bodies within federal

agencies, reflects a wider trend of governments seeking to shape the development

and deployment of AI technologies. Collectively, these developments underscore a

growing consensus on the need for coordinated governance of AI at both national

and international levels.

AI POLICY NEWS

Biden Administration Rolls Out Sweeping

AI Governance Strategy

President Biden issued a pivotal

Executive Order aimed at establishing the

United States as a leader in the field of

AI. The announcement declared, "The

Executive Order establishes new standards for AI safety and security, protects

Americans’ privacy, advances equity and civil rights, stands up for consumers and

workers, promotes innovation and competition, advances American leadership

around the world, and more." This comprehensive directive seeks to elevate the

nation's approach to AI, drawing upon previous commitments from industry leaders

to develop AI responsibly.

The President emphasized the need for transparency in the sector, requiring that "

developers of the most powerful AI systems share their safety test results and other
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critical information with the U.S. government." He has also called for bipartisan

support in Congress to enact laws that will ensure the privacy of American citizens is

not compromised by the advances in AI technology. Addressing issues of fairness

and civil rights, the Executive Order instructs federal agencies to take action against

algorithmic discrimination.

CAIDP has expressed strong support for the President's Executive Order on AI, with

Merve Hickok, the President of CAIDP, stating, “CAIDP supports the President's

Executive Order. AI presents real and immediate challenges. We urge the federal

agencies to move forward with implementation as quickly as possible.”

Biden's Executive Order Pushes FTC

for Stronger Oversight

The Executive Order specifically

encourages the Federal Trade

Commission (FTC) to assess its

regulatory scope. It mentions, “In

particular, the Federal Trade Commission is encouraged to consider, as it deems

appropriate, whether to exercise the Commission’s existing authorities, including its

rulemaking authority under the Federal Trade Commission Act.” Earlier in March,

CAIDP had approached the FTC with a complaint regarding OpenAI and its

ChatGPT. Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of CAIDP, said, “The Executive

Order makes clear that the FTC must now complete the investigation of OpenAI, as

urged by CAIDP.”

The Executive Order on AI is significant because the government, as the largest

purchaser, wields substantial influence over private companies. By setting standards

and requirements for the technology it buys, the government can effectively shape

market practices and elevate industry standards, as private companies often tailor

their practices to meet government contracts. Voluntary commitments by companies

to ethical AI practices are beneficial, but they may not be uniformly adopted and can

lack the enforcement mechanisms to ensure compliance.

Also, the Executive Order has limitations. It is, by nature, a directive and not a

comprehensive legal framework, so its directives may lack the depth and detail that

legislation can provide. While it can initiate action and set priorities for federal

agencies, it doesn't have the binding power over the private sector that laws do. This

uncertainty underscores the need for robust legislation that establishes clear,

enduring standards and practices for AI development and use. Richard Blumenthal,

one of the Senators behind the U.S. AI Act, wrote on X (formerly Twitter) to
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President Biden: "The White House has an important role in leading by example, but

Congress must also act to enshrine these initiatives and standards into law. I look

forward to building on this Executive Order by introducing legislation based on our

framework."

Vacancy Announcement: Join

CAIDP's Team as a Teaching

Fellow

CAIDP announces a job opening for a Teaching Fellow specializing in AI policy

development. For those interested in shaping the future of AI governance and its

impact on society, detailed information and the application process can be found via

the provided link. We are seeking candidates with a solid foundation in policy

analysis, technological trends, or ethics in AI. Our collaborative environment values

innovative thinking and strategic insights. We invite you to apply and join our team in

advancing responsible AI policy initiatives.

Harris Vows to Lead Safe AI Use,

Announces New U.S. Safety Institute

Building on the Executive Order, Vice

President Harris, during her address at

the Global Summit on AI Safety,

proclaimed a commitment to

spearheading initiatives that advocate for the "safe and responsible use of AI."

Central to these initiatives is the formation of the "United States AI Safety Institute

(US AISI)," which is to be integrated within the existing framework of the National

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). The purpose of the US AISI is

multifaceted: it is intended to facilitate cooperation to develop standards,

benchmarks, and best practices that will guide the evolution of AI technologies.

Before the AI Summit, Representative Sara Jacobs and Senator Ed Markey, joined

by 19 lawmakers urged Vice President Kamala Harris to promote civil rights at the AI

Safety Summit, stating: “As the United States engages in the Summit, we

underscore the importance of ensuring that efforts to govern AI promote

fundamental rights and democratic values."

 

Following, NIST issued a call for experts to engage and contribute their insights to

this endeavor. Interested parties are encouraged to submit their contributions by the

deadline of December 2, 2023. Additionally, a workshop is slated for November 17,

which will serve as a forum for discussing the strategic objectives and future actions
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of the consortium.

Additionally, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) released draft policy

guidance for comment on federal AI usage, built upon the "Blueprint for an AI Bill of

Rights" and the "AI Risk Management Framework." It recommends creating Chief AI

Officers and AI Governance Boards to manage AI risks and applications within

federal agencies.

In the realm of military AI, the Vice President urged support for the "Political

Declaration on the Responsible Military Use of AI and Autonomy," focusing on the

adherence to International Humanitarian Law. The Vice President also noted

philanthropic support in advancing AI in the public interest, with ten foundations

committing "more than $200 million in funding" toward democratic and rights-

preserving AI development.

U.S. Lawmakers Call for Inclusive AI

Treaty Process

Meanwhile, challenging the U.S.

approach at the Council of Europe's

(CoE) first global treaty on AI, seven

U.S. lawmakers urged Secretary of State

Antony Blinken to ensure an inclusive process that incorporates civil society

organizations. The bipartisan group criticized the U.S. delegation's previous action to

"remove civil society organizations from the drafting process," as per the letter. They

emphasized that "meaningful public participation is essential for effective AI policy."

They also underscored the significance of aligning the treaty with the Biden-Harris

Administration's priorities, as laid out in the U.S. Blueprint for an AI Bill of Rights, to

protect human rights and promote innovation in AI development.

G7 Endorses AI 'Code of Conduct,'

Urges Global Entities to Follow Suit

 

On the same day as the Executive

Order, the G7 leaders affirmed their

support for the "Hiroshima Process

International Guiding Principles" and the

"International Code of Conduct," with a direct call to organizations for their adoption.

The leaders highlighted the "innovative opportunities" of AI, while also

acknowledging the importance of managing its risks to uphold "the rule of law and
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democratic values." Emphasizing an approach that keeps "humankind at the

center," the leaders committed to updating these principles regularly to respond to

the rapid evolution of AI technology.

 

Further, the G7 leaders directed ministers to collaborate with international bodies to

develop the "Hiroshima AI Process Comprehensive Policy Framework" by year's

end. "These principles should apply to all actors, when and as applicable to cover

the design, development, deployment and use of advanced AI systems," the G7

affirmed. At the CAIDP, we have a team devoted to the G7 AI policy process, and

they have submitted many comments to the G7 as part of CAIDP’s Public Voice

project.

Bletchley Declaration: A Global Pledge

for Safe AI as Nations Unite

 

At the AI Safety Summit in the U.K., the

signing of the "Bletchley Declaration"

marked a pivotal moment for the future of

AI. This document represents a world-first agreement by 29 countries, including the

U.S., the EU, and China, on the safe and responsible development of advanced AI

technologies. The summit's conclusion, which saw AI companies agree to provide

early access to AI models for government safety evaluations, underscores a global

commitment to ensuring AI is "designed, developed, deployed, and used, in a

manner that is safe, in such a way as to be human-centric, trustworthy and

responsible. "

 

The U.K.'s initiative, which included the creation of a permanent U.K. AI Safety

Institute, signals a move towards continuous international cooperation and oversight.

While the "Bletchley Declaration" shone a light on the inherent risks of AI, it did not

establish binding regulations, emphasizing instead the critical responsibility of

developers in the creation of safe AI systems.

 

However, the CAIDP, while welcoming the Bletchley Declaration, has raised

concerns, urging countries to ensure that the AI safety agenda does not displace the

AI fairness agenda. The Center advocates for a comprehensive approach where AI

is not only safe but also upholds the protection of fundamental rights, support for

democratic institutions and the rule of law.

Global Consensus Emerges in UN

Against Lethal Autonomous Weapons
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The First Committee of the UN General

Assembly approved a new resolution

expressing concern about lethal

autonomous weapons systems. The

resolution stressed "the urgent need for

the international community to address the challenges and concerns raised by these

weapons systems." It also requested that the UN Secretary-General gather views

from member states on ways to address the risks posed by autonomous weapons

and report back next year.

 

The resolution passed with 164 votes in favor, 5 against, and 8 abstentions. Several

countries explained their positions, with some noting that the Convention on Certain

Conventional Weapons is the appropriate forum to discuss lethal autonomous

weapons rather than creating a parallel process. The resolution passed despite

some opposition from countries arguing autonomous weapons systems "can play an

important role in defence" and "can reduce the possibility of error." The approved

text calls for further dialogue and review of autonomous weapons through the

Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.

Join the movement & empower the AI policy
change-makers

You can make a significant impact in inspiring, empowering, and connecting AI

policy change-makers worldwide to address the most pressing and critical

challenges of our time.

Your contribution enables free AI policy training for future leaders in 60+ countries,

AI & Democratic Values Index report, weekly updates on global AI policy news, and

CAIDP's engagement with policymakers worldwide.

Donate with PayPal

Need help with your donation? Contact us at fundraising@caidp.org

CAIDP is a registered non-profit organization, incorporated in Washington, DC
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Legislators

 

CAIDP joined forces with several

leading U.S. non-governmental

organizations to engage with the

European Parliament's Internal Market

and Consumer Protection Committee

(IMCO). The meeting included representatives from AI for the People, the Center for

American Progress, Center for Digital Democracy, Encode Justice, Public Citizen,

and Public Knowledge. This dialogue opened a vital conversation on some of

today's most pressing digital policy issues.

 

The agenda was comprehensive, covering the Digital Services Act and the Digital

Markets Act, the role of AI in elections and the metaverse, and the current legislative

developments like the EU AI Act trilogue and the U.S. Executive Order on AI. The

discussions were focusing on the critical need for consumer protection and the

safeguarding of fundamental rights in AI policy. Additionally, we tackled the

challenges of election integrity and the ongoing battle against misinformation.

CAIDP’s Rotenberg Speaks to World

Bank about AI Policy

CAIDP Executive Director Marc

Rotenberg spoke with World Bank

leaders last week in Washington, DC

about the responsible use of AI

technology. Marc described the rapid development of norms for the governance of

AI, including the UNESCO Recommendation on AI Ethics. He highlighted CAIDP’s

comparative study of AI policies and practices The AI and Democratic Values

Index. He also presented the Universal Guidelines for AI, a widely recognized

framework for AI governance. The World Bank is an international financial institution

that provides loans, grants, and technical assistance to emerging

market economies.

CAIDP Spring 2024 AI Policy Clinic Accepting Applications

 

CAIDP continues to welcome applications for its Spring 2024 AI Policy Clinic. This

program caters to individuals with a keen interest in the intersection of policy,

technology, and ethics, offering a thorough examination of the dynamics of AI

governance. The application period remains open until November 19, 2023, and
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invites participation from those dedicated to understanding and influencing AI's role

in society.

The clinic will provide not only academic growth but also a forum for engaging

discussions and connections with experts in the field. The curriculum includes an

analysis of critical frameworks and principles such as the Universal Guidelines for

AI, the OECD AI Principles, and the developing legal structures in the EU and U.S.

At the end of the program, participants will be presented with a CAIDP AI Policy

certificate, affirming their readiness to engage with the intricacies of AI policy.

AI POLICY EVENTS

All Tech Is Human, Merve Hickok (CAIDP) Discusses How the US
Government can Use AI, Nov 8, 2023
The Future Society, Athens Roundtable with Merve Hickok (CAIDP),
Washington DC, Nov. 30 - Dec 1, 2024
Council for Education, AI: A Lever for Sustainable Development with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Rabat, Morocco, December 12, 2023
2023 TTI/Vanguard: [next] with Merve Hickok (CAIDP) , Half Moon Bay, CA,
Dec 11-13, 2023 
American Association of Law Schools, Defending Democracy with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Washington, DC, Jan. 4, 2024
World Government Summit with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Dubai, Feb. 12-14,
2024
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	Last week was truly the World Cup of AI policy, as the Biden Administration announced a comprehensive AI governance strategy aimed at setting new standards for AI safety, equity, and privacy. This move comes alongside global efforts, such as the G7's endorsement of an AI 'Code of Conduct' and the UN's resolution on lethal autonomous weapons systems.
	The U.S. initiative, which includes the creation of AI oversight bodies within federal agencies, reflects a wider trend of governments seeking to shape the development and deployment of AI technologies. Collectively, these developments underscore a growing consensus on the need for coordinated governance of AI at both national and international levels.
	Biden Administration Rolls Out Sweeping AI Governance Strategy
	President Biden issued a pivotal Executive Order aimed at establishing the United States as a leader in the field of AI. The announcement declared, "The Executive Order establishes new standards for AI safety and security, protects Americans’ privacy, advances equity and civil rights, stands up for consumers and workers, promotes innovation and competition, advances American leadership around the world, and more." This comprehensive directive seeks to elevate the nation's approach to AI, drawing upon previous commitments from industry leaders to develop AI responsibly.
	The President emphasized the need for transparency in the sector, requiring that " developers of the most powerful AI systems share their safety test results and other critical information with the U.S. government." He has also called for bipartisan support in Congress to enact laws that will ensure the privacy of American citizens is not compromised by the advances in AI technology. Addressing issues of fairness and civil rights, the Executive Order instructs federal agencies to take action against algorithmic discrimination.
	CAIDP has expressed strong support for the President's Executive Order on AI, with Merve Hickok, the President of CAIDP, stating, “CAIDP supports the President's Executive Order. AI presents real and immediate challenges. We urge the federal agencies to move forward with implementation as quickly as possible.”
	Biden's Executive Order Pushes FTC for Stronger Oversight
	The Executive Order specifically encourages the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to assess its regulatory scope. It mentions, “In particular, the Federal Trade Commission is encouraged to consider, as it deems appropriate, whether to exercise the Commission’s existing authorities, including its rulemaking authority under the Federal Trade Commission Act.” Earlier in March, CAIDP had approached the FTC with a complaint regarding OpenAI and its ChatGPT. Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of CAIDP, said, “The Executive Order makes clear that the FTC must now complete the investigation of OpenAI, as urged by CAIDP.”
	The Executive Order on AI is significant because the government, as the largest purchaser, wields substantial influence over private companies. By setting standards and requirements for the technology it buys, the government can effectively shape market practices and elevate industry standards, as private companies often tailor their practices to meet government contracts. Voluntary commitments by companies to ethical AI practices are beneficial, but they may not be uniformly adopted and can lack the enforcement mechanisms to ensure compliance.
	Also, the Executive Order has limitations. It is, by nature, a directive and not a comprehensive legal framework, so its directives may lack the depth and detail that legislation can provide. While it can initiate action and set priorities for federal agencies, it doesn't have the binding power over the private sector that laws do. This uncertainty underscores the need for robust legislation that establishes clear, enduring standards and practices for AI development and use. Richard Blumenthal, one of the Senators behind the U.S. AI Act, wrote on X (formerly Twitter) to President Biden: "The White House has an important role in leading by example, but Congress must also act to enshrine these initiatives and standards into law. I look forward to building on this Executive Order by introducing legislation based on our framework."
	Vacancy Announcement: Join CAIDP's Team as a Teaching Fellow
	CAIDP announces a job opening for a Teaching Fellow specializing in AI policy development. For those interested in shaping the future of AI governance and its impact on society, detailed information and the application process can be found via the provided link. We are seeking candidates with a solid foundation in policy analysis, technological trends, or ethics in AI. Our collaborative environment values innovative thinking and strategic insights. We invite you to apply and join our team in advancing responsible AI policy initiatives.
	Harris Vows to Lead Safe AI Use, Announces New U.S. Safety Institute
	Building on the Executive Order, Vice President Harris, during her address at the Global Summit on AI Safety, proclaimed a commitment to spearheading initiatives that advocate for the "safe and responsible use of AI." Central to these initiatives is the formation of the "United States AI Safety Institute (US AISI)," which is to be integrated within the existing framework of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). The purpose of the US AISI is multifaceted: it is intended to facilitate cooperation to develop standards, benchmarks, and best practices that will guide the evolution of AI technologies.
	Before the AI Summit, Representative Sara Jacobs and Senator Ed Markey, joined by 19 lawmakers urged Vice President Kamala Harris to promote civil rights at the AI Safety Summit, stating: “As the United States engages in the Summit, we underscore the importance of ensuring that efforts to govern AI promote fundamental rights and democratic values."
	Following, NIST issued a call for experts to engage and contribute their insights to this endeavor. Interested parties are encouraged to submit their contributions by the deadline of December 2, 2023. Additionally, a workshop is slated for November 17, which will serve as a forum for discussing the strategic objectives and future actions of the consortium.
	Additionally, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) released draft policy guidance for comment on federal AI usage, built upon the "Blueprint for an AI Bill of Rights" and the "AI Risk Management Framework." It recommends creating Chief AI Officers and AI Governance Boards to manage AI risks and applications within federal agencies.
	In the realm of military AI, the Vice President urged support for the "Political Declaration on the Responsible Military Use of AI and Autonomy," focusing on the adherence to International Humanitarian Law. The Vice President also noted philanthropic support in advancing AI in the public interest, with ten foundations committing "more than $200 million in funding" toward democratic and rights-preserving AI development.
	U.S. Lawmakers Call for Inclusive AI Treaty Process
	Meanwhile, challenging the U.S. approach at the Council of Europe's (CoE) first global treaty on AI, seven U.S. lawmakers urged Secretary of State Antony Blinken to ensure an inclusive process that incorporates civil society organizations. The bipartisan group criticized the U.S. delegation's previous action to "remove civil society organizations from the drafting process," as per the letter. They emphasized that "meaningful public participation is essential for effective AI policy." They also underscored the significance of aligning the treaty with the Biden-Harris Administration's priorities, as laid out in the U.S. Blueprint for an AI Bill of Rights, to protect human rights and promote innovation in AI development.
	G7 Endorses AI 'Code of Conduct,' Urges Global Entities to Follow Suit
	On the same day as the Executive Order, the G7 leaders affirmed their support for the "Hiroshima Process International Guiding Principles" and the "International Code of Conduct," with a direct call to organizations for their adoption. The leaders highlighted the "innovative opportunities" of AI, while also acknowledging the importance of managing its risks to uphold "the rule of law and democratic values." Emphasizing an approach that keeps "humankind at the center," the leaders committed to updating these principles regularly to respond to the rapid evolution of AI technology.
	Further, the G7 leaders directed ministers to collaborate with international bodies to develop the "Hiroshima AI Process Comprehensive Policy Framework" by year's end. "These principles should apply to all actors, when and as applicable to cover the design, development, deployment and use of advanced AI systems," the G7 affirmed. At the CAIDP, we have a team devoted to the G7 AI policy process, and they have submitted many comments to the G7 as part of CAIDP’s Public Voice project.
	Bletchley Declaration: A Global Pledge for Safe AI as Nations Unite
	At the AI Safety Summit in the U.K., the signing of the "Bletchley Declaration" marked a pivotal moment for the future of AI. This document represents a world-first agreement by 29 countries, including the U.S., the EU, and China, on the safe and responsible development of advanced AI technologies. The summit's conclusion, which saw AI companies agree to provide early access to AI models for government safety evaluations, underscores a global commitment to ensuring AI is "designed, developed, deployed, and used, in a manner that is safe, in such a way as to be human-centric, trustworthy and responsible. "
	The U.K.'s initiative, which included the creation of a permanent U.K. AI Safety Institute, signals a move towards continuous international cooperation and oversight. While the "Bletchley Declaration" shone a light on the inherent risks of AI, it did not establish binding regulations, emphasizing instead the critical responsibility of developers in the creation of safe AI systems.
	However, the CAIDP, while welcoming the Bletchley Declaration, has raised concerns, urging countries to ensure that the AI safety agenda does not displace the AI fairness agenda. The Center advocates for a comprehensive approach where AI is not only safe but also upholds the protection of fundamental rights, support for democratic institutions and the rule of law.
	Global Consensus Emerges in UN Against Lethal Autonomous Weapons
	The First Committee of the UN General Assembly approved a new resolution expressing concern about lethal autonomous weapons systems. The resolution stressed "the urgent need for the international community to address the challenges and concerns raised by these weapons systems." It also requested that the UN Secretary-General gather views from member states on ways to address the risks posed by autonomous weapons and report back next year.
	The resolution passed with 164 votes in favor, 5 against, and 8 abstentions. Several countries explained their positions, with some noting that the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons is the appropriate forum to discuss lethal autonomous weapons rather than creating a parallel process. The resolution passed despite some opposition from countries arguing autonomous weapons systems "can play an important role in defence" and "can reduce the possibility of error." The approved text calls for further dialogue and review of autonomous weapons through the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.
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	You can make a significant impact in inspiring, empowering, and connecting AI policy change-makers worldwide to address the most pressing and critical challenges of our time.
	Your contribution enables free AI policy training for future leaders in 60+ countries, AI & Democratic Values Index report, weekly updates on global AI policy news, and CAIDP's engagement with policymakers worldwide.
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	CAIDP Engages with European Legislators
	CAIDP joined forces with several leading U.S. non-governmental organizations to engage with the European Parliament's Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO). The meeting included representatives from AI for the People, the Center for American Progress, Center for Digital Democracy, Encode Justice, Public Citizen, and Public Knowledge. This dialogue opened a vital conversation on some of today's most pressing digital policy issues.
	The agenda was comprehensive, covering the Digital Services Act and the Digital Markets Act, the role of AI in elections and the metaverse, and the current legislative developments like the EU AI Act trilogue and the U.S. Executive Order on AI. The discussions were focusing on the critical need for consumer protection and the safeguarding of fundamental rights in AI policy. Additionally, we tackled the challenges of election integrity and the ongoing battle against misinformation.
	CAIDP’s Rotenberg Speaks to World Bank about AI Policy
	CAIDP Executive Director Marc Rotenberg spoke with World Bank leaders last week in Washington, DC about the responsible use of AI technology. Marc described the rapid development of norms for the governance of AI, including the UNESCO Recommendation on AI Ethics. He highlighted CAIDP’s comparative study of AI policies and practices The AI and Democratic Values Index. He also presented the Universal Guidelines for AI, a widely recognized framework for AI governance. The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans, grants, and technical assistance to emerging market economies.
	CAIDP Spring 2024 AI Policy Clinic Accepting Applications
	CAIDP continues to welcome applications for its Spring 2024 AI Policy Clinic. This program caters to individuals with a keen interest in the intersection of policy, technology, and ethics, offering a thorough examination of the dynamics of AI governance. The application period remains open until November 19, 2023, and invites participation from those dedicated to understanding and influencing AI's role in society.
	The clinic will provide not only academic growth but also a forum for engaging discussions and connections with experts in the field. The curriculum includes an analysis of critical frameworks and principles such as the Universal Guidelines for AI, the OECD AI Principles, and the developing legal structures in the EU and U.S. At the end of the program, participants will be presented with a CAIDP AI Policy certificate, affirming their readiness to engage with the intricacies of AI policy.

