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A whirlwind of activity is shaping the global AI policy landscape. In the U.S., a

bipartisan Act focusing on high-risk AI applications has been introduced in the

Senate, signaling a significant legislative move towards AI legislation. This

development coincides with a modest yet strategic agreement between Presidents

Biden and Xi Jinping on military AI safety.

 

In Europe, the EU grapples with the complexities of the AI Act negotiations, with

particular attention to the regulation of foundation models. Meanwhile, the African

Union is proactively developing its AI strategy, aiming to integrate AI into its

sustainable development agenda. In Denmark, a forward-thinking digitization

strategy spotlights AI and green initiatives. Additionally, French data protection

authority is asserting its authority, cracking down on employee surveillance

violations, reflecting a broader trend towards stringent data privacy enforcement.

 

CAIDP has taken a prominent stance, particularly in its actions against OpenAI. The

Center’s urging of the Federal Trade Commission to advance its investigation into

OpenAI signifies a pivotal moment in AI regulation. Separately, the Center’s push for

U.S. Senate support of the Council of Europe AI Treaty highlights a strategic effort to

align global governance of high-risk AI systems, resonating with President Biden's

call for international collaboration in AI risk management.

AI POLICY NEWS

Bipartisan Act for AI Development

Introduced in U.S. Senate

On November 15, 2023, a bipartisan

group of U.S. Senators, including Amy

Klobuchar and John Thune, unveiled

the AI Research, Innovation, and
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Accountability Act. This legislation is particularly focused on high-risk AI applications

in areas like critical infrastructure and biometric identification. Senator Klobuchar

highlighted the urgency of the Act, stating, “Artificial intelligence comes with the

potential for great benefits, but also serious risks, and our laws need to keep up.”

The Act proposes a comprehensive approach to ensure transparency and

accountability in the deployment of AI technologies in these sensitive sectors.

 

This new AI legislation, following President Biden's Executive Order, represents a

concerted effort to address the evolving landscape of AI technology. The Executive

Order laid the groundwork for enhanced safety, security, and responsible

development in AI, aligning with the Act's focus on high-risk applications in critical

infrastructure and biometric identification.

 

Notably, the Act's prospects for passage are favorable, as it is sponsored by an

equal number of Democrats and Republicans, with three members from each party.

This bipartisan support is a significant indicator of potential success in the legislative

process. Additionally, all sponsors of the bill are members of the Commerce

Committee, the committee of relevant jurisdiction, which further strengthens its

position. The Act also seeks to establish bipartisan support for key aspects like

testing and evaluation standards, transparency reporting, watermarking, and

notification procedures, building on elements contained in the Executive Order. This

approach reflects a strategic move to integrate federal policy with legislative action.

Biden-Xi Summit Yields Modest Military

AI Safety Agreement

 

Contrary to earlier reports by the South

China Morning Post anticipating a

comprehensive AI arms control

agreement, the recent meeting

between Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping at the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation summit in San Francisco concluded with a more restrained outcome.

The White House released a statement post-meeting, indicating a more modest

agreement than initially expected. The statement highlighted, "The leaders affirmed

the need to address the risks of advanced AI systems and improve AI safety through

U.S.-China government talks." This development reflects a departure from the

previously anticipated announcement of a ban on AI in autonomous weapons and

nuclear warhead control.

 

The discrepancy between the pre-meeting expectations and the actual outcome has

raised questions about the dynamics of the U.S.-China dialogue on AI and its

https://www.thune.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7dea8daa-f6d1-4881-ad21-2381fcbe0785/6362CE1D0A17743166BC170A593B5CDA.ccaskfall23a15.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/30/fact-sheet-president-biden-issues-executive-order-on-safe-secure-and-trustworthy-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3241177/biden-xi-set-pledge-ban-ai-autonomous-weapons-drones-nuclear-warhead-control-sources


military applications. While the initial report suggested a groundbreaking pledge, the

meeting's conclusion signals a more cautious and incremental approach toward AI

regulation between the two powers. The leaders' commitment to improving AI safety

through bilateral talks, however, indicates a mutual recognition of the technology's

potential risks.

 

The U.S then joined 45 other countries in endorsing the Political Declaration on

Responsible Military Use of Artificial Intelligence and Autonomy, as announced on

November 13, 2023. This initiative outlines ten key measures for ethically

incorporating AI in military applications. Notably absent from the list of endorsing

states is China.

EU Faces Challenges in AI Act

Negotiations

 

According to Euractiv, the European

Union is currently at a critical juncture

in its efforts to regulate AI, with a

particular focus on the contentious

issue of foundation models. The Spanish presidency of the EU Council, leading the

AI Act negotiations, has hit a roadblock with the European Parliament, particularly

over the regulation of these models. This legislative proposal, crucial in shaping the

future of AI in Europe, seeks to classify and regulate AI based on its potential for

harm. However, as the negotiations enter the trilogue stage — involving the EU

Council, Parliament, and Commission — the complexity of reaching a consensus

becomes apparent.

 

The crux of the deadlock lies in the approach towards foundation models, which are

central to the AI Act. Recent reports from Euractiv indicate that a technical meeting

was disrupted when representatives from the EU Parliament walked out, protesting

the stance taken by the Spanish presidency under pressure from France and

Germany. In response, the presidency has been mediating with concerned countries

to find a solution acceptable to the European Parliament. Concurrently, less

controversial proposals from the Parliament are being circulated among member

states for feedback. These proposals touch on various facets of the AI value chain,

including obligations of distributors, importers, and users.

African Union Spearheads AI Strategy

 

The African Union is convening a
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notable session in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia, from November 20-24, 2023,

focusing on the future role of AI in the

continent. Themed "Accelerating digital

transformation and advancing

communication and advocacy in Africa,"

the meeting targets the integration of AI

into key sectors, aligning with sustainable and ethical development initiatives. A

major point of discussion will be the Draft Conceptual Framework of the Continental

Strategy on AI, aimed at shaping AI's technological, ethical, and economic

development in Africa.

 

This session signifies a critical effort by the African Union to navigate the challenges

and opportunities of AI implementation. The Continental AI Strategy is expected to

address a spectrum of concerns, ensuring AI's responsible and safe deployment.

The strategy will focus on establishing guiding principles, vision, mission, and

strategic objectives, aiming to integrate AI development with Africa's broader goals,

including the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063. This initiative

highlights the African Union's dedication to leveraging AI's potential in a manner that

complements the continent's socio-economic aspirations.

Denmark Launches Digitization Strategy

for 2024-2027

 

Denmark announced a comprehensive

digitization strategy, marking a

significant commitment to advancing its

technological infrastructure from 2024 to

2027. This strategy introduces 25 targeted initiatives, focusing on key areas such as

the development of AI, promoting the green transition, and enhancing digital

education among youth. The plan aims to catalyze economic growth, streamline the

digital transformation in businesses, and bolster the recruitment of IT specialists.

The government plans to present a strategic effort for AI in 2024, along with a

regulatory sandbox that will provide legal guidance for companies and authorities on

AI projects.

 

As highlighted by Digitization Minister Marie Bjerre, the strategy is a response to the

rapidly evolving technological landscape, aiming to address the challenges it poses.

"We are in a revolutionary era where technology is developing extremely quickly.

Therefore, we need a new digitization strategy that comes with solutions to some of

the challenges we face," said Bjerre. The strategy seeks to ensure responsible
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digital development, enhancing welfare, and boosting business competitiveness.

CNIL Cracks Down on Employee

Surveillance

 

The French data protection authority,

CNIL, exercised its authority by issuing

ten new decisions under its simplified

sanction procedure. These decisions address violations in the geolocation of

company vehicles, continuous video surveillance of employees, data minimization,

and failure to respond to CNIL requests. This reflects CNIL's increasing focus on

efficient enforcement in response to the growing number of complaints, which have

surged by 72% since the implementation of the GDPR in 2018.

 

CNIL has clarified that continuous geolocation tracking, without allowing employees

to suspend the system during breaks, is generally an excessive violation of their

privacy and freedom. Similarly, constant video surveillance at workstations, without

specific justification, is deemed disproportionate and violates data privacy norms.
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In a detailed new supplement to the

original complaint, CAIDP urged the

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to

move forward the investigation of

OpenAI and issue an order to establish

safeguards and guardrails for ChatGPT.

 

In March, CAIDP filed the initial Complaint against OpenAI. In July, CAIDP filed a

Supplement, providing new evidence for the FTC to act. Shortly afterward, The New

York Times and The Wall Street Journal reported that the FTC had opened the

investigation CAIDP requested.

 

In the 37-page Supplement filed, CAIDP highlights the enforcement actions taken by

agencies outside the US, documents new problems with ChatGPT, calls attention to

OpenAI’s failure to uphold commitments, quotes leading AI experts on the need to

establish guardrails as soon as possible, and cites growing public concern about the

use of personal data in AI products.

In a letter to Chair Lina Kahn, CAIDP also quoted President Biden's new Executive

Order on AI, "The Federal Government will enforce existing consumer protection

laws and principles and enact appropriate safeguards against fraud, unintended

bias, discrimination, infringements on privacy, and other harms from AI. Such

protections are especially important in critical fields like healthcare, financial

services, education, housing, law, and transportation, where mistakes by or misuse

of AI could harm patients, cost consumers or small businesses, or jeopardize safety

or rights."

 

In the original Complaint, CAIDP wrote, "OpenAI, Inc., a California-based

corporation, has released a product GPT-4 for the consumer market that is biased,

deceptive, and a risk to privacy and public safety. The outputs cannot be proven or

replicated. No independent assessment was undertaken prior to deployment. . . .

There should be independent oversight and evaluation of commercial AI products

offered in the United States. CAIDP urges the FTC to open an investigation into

OpenAI, enjoin further commercial releases of GPT-4, and ensure the establishment

of necessary guardrails to protect consumers, businesses, and the commercial

marketplace."

In a recent post on LinkedIn, CAIDP Executive Director Marc Rotenberg wrote, "All

the news about developments at OpenAI over the past week underscores the need

for independent oversight of AI companies. There is speculation that one of the

reasons for the removal of Sam Altman is concern among other directors that the
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product releases are occurring too rapidly, without adequate testing or consideration

of the impact. OpenAI cannot solve that problem. That is the role of the Federal

Trade Commission."

CAIDP Hosts Panel on AI and Elections at Athens Roundtable

 

CAIDP is excited to be a partner of The Athens Roundtable again. This year, our

President Merve Hickok will moderate the panel on The Impact of Generative AI on

Elections, with esteemed leaders and scholars Marielza Oliveira, Paul Nemitz,

Rebekah Tromble, and Caio Vieira Machado.

 

In 2024, more than 50 countries will have major elections, impacting around 3.9

billion people. The session will address the threats that AI-generated content poses

to national security and the provision of fundamental rights, and debate policy

interventions and legal guardrails.

CAIDP Asks U.S. Senate to Support Council

of Europe AI Treaty

 

In a statement to the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, the Center for AI and

Digital Policy expressed support for the

Council of Europe Treaty on AI.

 

CAIDP has spent the last several years working with the Council of Europe

Committee on AI to develop the first global treaty on AI. In the letter to the Senate

committee, CAIDP wrote, "The US should harmonize and align the governance of
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high-risk AI systems in line with US strategic and policy objectives. The Council of

Europe AI Treaty provides this opportunity."

 

CAIDP also cited the recent Executive Order on AI in which President Biden stated,

“My Administration will engage with international allies and partners in developing a

framework to manage AI’s risks, unlock AI’s potential for good, and promote

common approaches to shared challenges."

Apply for the 2024 Rodotà Award

 

It is with great pleasure that we announce

the call for applications for the 2024 Stefano

Rodotà Award. Professor Rodotà was a

great champion of human rights in the digital

age and his work was an inspiration to many.

 

The prize acknowledges innovative and original academic research projects or

publications by young students or researchers in personal data protection. And for

those interested in AI governance, there are great opportunities to explore the

significance of AI in Convention 108 and also the forthcoming Council of Europe

Treaty on AI.

 

Deadline: November 30, 2023

AI POLICY EVENTS

The Future Society, Athens Roundtable with Merve Hickok (CAIDP),
Washington DC, Nov. 30 - Dec 1, 2024
​Harvard University, Carr Center, AI and Democracy with Marc Rotenberg
(CAIDP), Washinington, DC, December 1, 2023
International Working Group on Data Protection, Privacy and Generative AI
Symposium with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Ottawa, Canada, Dec 7-8, 2023
2023 TTI/Vanguard: [next] with Merve Hickok (CAIDP) , Half Moon Bay, CA,
Dec 11-13, 2023 
SciencesPo, The EU-US Data Privacy Framework: what future for
transatlantic data transfers? with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Paris, France,
Dec. 13, 2023
American Association of Law Schools, Defending Democracy with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Washington, DC, Jan. 4, 2024
World Government Summit with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Dubai, Feb. 12-14,
2024
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	A whirlwind of activity is shaping the global AI policy landscape. In the U.S., a bipartisan Act focusing on high-risk AI applications has been introduced in the Senate, signaling a significant legislative move towards AI legislation. This development coincides with a modest yet strategic agreement between Presidents Biden and Xi Jinping on military AI safety.
	In Europe, the EU grapples with the complexities of the AI Act negotiations, with particular attention to the regulation of foundation models. Meanwhile, the African Union is proactively developing its AI strategy, aiming to integrate AI into its sustainable development agenda. In Denmark, a forward-thinking digitization strategy spotlights AI and green initiatives. Additionally, French data protection authority is asserting its authority, cracking down on employee surveillance violations, reflecting a broader trend towards stringent data privacy enforcement.
	CAIDP has taken a prominent stance, particularly in its actions against OpenAI. The Center’s urging of the Federal Trade Commission to advance its investigation into OpenAI signifies a pivotal moment in AI regulation. Separately, the Center’s push for U.S. Senate support of the Council of Europe AI Treaty highlights a strategic effort to align global governance of high-risk AI systems, resonating with President Biden's call for international collaboration in AI risk management.
	Bipartisan Act for AI Development Introduced in U.S. Senate
	On November 15, 2023, a bipartisan group of U.S. Senators, including Amy Klobuchar and John Thune, unveiled the AI Research, Innovation, and Accountability Act. This legislation is particularly focused on high-risk AI applications in areas like critical infrastructure and biometric identification. Senator Klobuchar highlighted the urgency of the Act, stating, “Artificial intelligence comes with the potential for great benefits, but also serious risks, and our laws need to keep up.” The Act proposes a comprehensive approach to ensure transparency and accountability in the deployment of AI technologies in these sensitive sectors.
	This new AI legislation, following President Biden's Executive Order, represents a concerted effort to address the evolving landscape of AI technology. The Executive Order laid the groundwork for enhanced safety, security, and responsible development in AI, aligning with the Act's focus on high-risk applications in critical infrastructure and biometric identification.
	Notably, the Act's prospects for passage are favorable, as it is sponsored by an equal number of Democrats and Republicans, with three members from each party. This bipartisan support is a significant indicator of potential success in the legislative process. Additionally, all sponsors of the bill are members of the Commerce Committee, the committee of relevant jurisdiction, which further strengthens its position. The Act also seeks to establish bipartisan support for key aspects like testing and evaluation standards, transparency reporting, watermarking, and notification procedures, building on elements contained in the Executive Order. This approach reflects a strategic move to integrate federal policy with legislative action.
	Biden-Xi Summit Yields Modest Military AI Safety Agreement
	Contrary to earlier reports by the South China Morning Post anticipating a comprehensive AI arms control agreement, the recent meeting between Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in San Francisco concluded with a more restrained outcome. The White House released a statement post-meeting, indicating a more modest agreement than initially expected. The statement highlighted, "The leaders affirmed the need to address the risks of advanced AI systems and improve AI safety through U.S.-China government talks." This development reflects a departure from the previously anticipated announcement of a ban on AI in autonomous weapons and nuclear warhead control.
	The discrepancy between the pre-meeting expectations and the actual outcome has raised questions about the dynamics of the U.S.-China dialogue on AI and its military applications. While the initial report suggested a groundbreaking pledge, the meeting's conclusion signals a more cautious and incremental approach toward AI regulation between the two powers. The leaders' commitment to improving AI safety through bilateral talks, however, indicates a mutual recognition of the technology's potential risks.
	The U.S then joined 45 other countries in endorsing the Political Declaration on Responsible Military Use of Artificial Intelligence and Autonomy, as announced on November 13, 2023. This initiative outlines ten key measures for ethically incorporating AI in military applications. Notably absent from the list of endorsing states is China.
	EU Faces Challenges in AI Act Negotiations
	According to Euractiv, the European Union is currently at a critical juncture in its efforts to regulate AI, with a particular focus on the contentious issue of foundation models. The Spanish presidency of the EU Council, leading the AI Act negotiations, has hit a roadblock with the European Parliament, particularly over the regulation of these models. This legislative proposal, crucial in shaping the future of AI in Europe, seeks to classify and regulate AI based on its potential for harm. However, as the negotiations enter the trilogue stage — involving the EU Council, Parliament, and Commission — the complexity of reaching a consensus becomes apparent.
	The crux of the deadlock lies in the approach towards foundation models, which are central to the AI Act. Recent reports from Euractiv indicate that a technical meeting was disrupted when representatives from the EU Parliament walked out, protesting the stance taken by the Spanish presidency under pressure from France and Germany. In response, the presidency has been mediating with concerned countries to find a solution acceptable to the European Parliament. Concurrently, less controversial proposals from the Parliament are being circulated among member states for feedback. These proposals touch on various facets of the AI value chain, including obligations of distributors, importers, and users.
	African Union Spearheads AI Strategy
	The African Union is convening a notable session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from November 20-24, 2023, focusing on the future role of AI in the continent. Themed "Accelerating digital transformation and advancing communication and advocacy in Africa," the meeting targets the integration of AI into key sectors, aligning with sustainable and ethical development initiatives. A major point of discussion will be the Draft Conceptual Framework of the Continental Strategy on AI, aimed at shaping AI's technological, ethical, and economic development in Africa.
	This session signifies a critical effort by the African Union to navigate the challenges and opportunities of AI implementation. The Continental AI Strategy is expected to address a spectrum of concerns, ensuring AI's responsible and safe deployment. The strategy will focus on establishing guiding principles, vision, mission, and strategic objectives, aiming to integrate AI development with Africa's broader goals, including the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063. This initiative highlights the African Union's dedication to leveraging AI's potential in a manner that complements the continent's socio-economic aspirations.
	Denmark Launches Digitization Strategy for 2024-2027
	Denmark announced a comprehensive digitization strategy, marking a significant commitment to advancing its technological infrastructure from 2024 to 2027. This strategy introduces 25 targeted initiatives, focusing on key areas such as the development of AI, promoting the green transition, and enhancing digital education among youth. The plan aims to catalyze economic growth, streamline the digital transformation in businesses, and bolster the recruitment of IT specialists. The government plans to present a strategic effort for AI in 2024, along with a regulatory sandbox that will provide legal guidance for companies and authorities on AI projects.
	As highlighted by Digitization Minister Marie Bjerre, the strategy is a response to the rapidly evolving technological landscape, aiming to address the challenges it poses. "We are in a revolutionary era where technology is developing extremely quickly. Therefore, we need a new digitization strategy that comes with solutions to some of the challenges we face," said Bjerre. The strategy seeks to ensure responsible digital development, enhancing welfare, and boosting business competitiveness.
	CNIL Cracks Down on Employee Surveillance
	The French data protection authority, CNIL, exercised its authority by issuing ten new decisions under its simplified sanction procedure. These decisions address violations in the geolocation of company vehicles, continuous video surveillance of employees, data minimization, and failure to respond to CNIL requests. This reflects CNIL's increasing focus on efficient enforcement in response to the growing number of complaints, which have surged by 72% since the implementation of the GDPR in 2018.
	CNIL has clarified that continuous geolocation tracking, without allowing employees to suspend the system during breaks, is generally an excessive violation of their privacy and freedom. Similarly, constant video surveillance at workstations, without specific justification, is deemed disproportionate and violates data privacy norms.
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	CAIDP Submits New Filing to FTC, Urges Action in OpenAI Case
	In a detailed new supplement to the original complaint, CAIDP urged the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to move forward the investigation of OpenAI and issue an order to establish safeguards and guardrails for ChatGPT.
	In March, CAIDP filed the initial Complaint against OpenAI. In July, CAIDP filed a Supplement, providing new evidence for the FTC to act. Shortly afterward, The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal reported that the FTC had opened the investigation CAIDP requested.
	In the 37-page Supplement filed, CAIDP highlights the enforcement actions taken by agencies outside the US, documents new problems with ChatGPT, calls attention to OpenAI’s failure to uphold commitments, quotes leading AI experts on the need to establish guardrails as soon as possible, and cites growing public concern about the use of personal data in AI products.
	In a letter to Chair Lina Kahn, CAIDP also quoted President Biden's new Executive Order on AI, "The Federal Government will enforce existing consumer protection laws and principles and enact appropriate safeguards against fraud, unintended bias, discrimination, infringements on privacy, and other harms from AI. Such protections are especially important in critical fields like healthcare, financial services, education, housing, law, and transportation, where mistakes by or misuse of AI could harm patients, cost consumers or small businesses, or jeopardize safety or rights."
	In the original Complaint, CAIDP wrote, "OpenAI, Inc., a California-based corporation, has released a product GPT-4 for the consumer market that is biased, deceptive, and a risk to privacy and public safety. The outputs cannot be proven or replicated. No independent assessment was undertaken prior to deployment. . . . There should be independent oversight and evaluation of commercial AI products offered in the United States. CAIDP urges the FTC to open an investigation into OpenAI, enjoin further commercial releases of GPT-4, and ensure the establishment of necessary guardrails to protect consumers, businesses, and the commercial marketplace."
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