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In the landscape of global AI policy, significant developments are unfolding. The UK

Parliament has introduced an AI Bill, aiming to establish an AI Authority.

Concurrently, the EU is deeply engaged in AI Act negotiations, grappling with the

complexities of regulating foundation models, with key member states pushing for

more flexible regulatory frameworks.

 

Meanwhile, in the United States, the Federal Trade Commission is making

substantial inroads in AI governance. The agency has introduced a new policy

focusing on AI-related products and services, zeroing in on critical issues of privacy

and data collection. Across the ocean, India confronts the burgeoning challenge of

deepfake technology, a pressing concern in the digital era.

 

In Europe, Italy's data protection authority has initiated an investigation into the use

of personal data for AI training. Meanwhile, Switzerland is proactively exploring

regulatory approaches for AI, aiming to align with international standards. These

diverse yet interconnected efforts across different nations underscore a shared

commitment to shaping a future where AI is governed and aligned with democratic

values.
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AI POLICY NEWS

UK Parliament Introduces AI Bill

 

The UK Parliament marked a

significant milestone in technology

regulation with the introduction of the

Artificial Intelligence (Regulation) Bill on

November 22, 2023. This Bill, which

swiftly passed its first reading in the House of Lords, outlines the creation of an AI

Authority. According to the Bill, "The functions of the AI Authority are to ensure that

relevant regulators take account of AI; ensure alignment of approach across relevant

regulators in respect of AI; undertake a gap analysis of regulatory responsibilities in

respect of AI." Furthermore, the Authority is tasked with coordinating reviews of

existing legislation, including aspects like product safety and consumer protection, to

gauge their fitness for addressing the challenges and opportunities presented by AI.

 

The Bill delineates clear principles for the AI Authority to consider in regulating AI.

These principles include "safety, security and robustness; appropriate transparency

and explainability; fairness; accountability and governance; contestability and

redress." Moreover, the Bill mandates businesses involved in AI to be transparent,

thoroughly test their AI systems, and comply with existing laws, including those

related to data protection and intellectual property. It also emphasizes the need for

AI applications to be inclusive and non-discriminatory, catering to diverse socio-

economic groups, the elderly, and disabled people. In a significant move to ensure

ethical use of AI, the Bill requires businesses to appoint a designated AI officer,

responsible for "the safe, ethical, unbiased and non-discriminatory use of AI by the

business."

EU AI Act: A Week of Negotiations and

Transparency Calls

 

The European Union's AI Act

negotiations continue to be mired in

complexity, particularly regarding the

regulation of foundation models. A

significant development unfolded last week when France, Germany, and Italy

opposed the EU's proposed tiered regulation system, according to Euractiv. Opting

for a more flexible approach, these countries presented a non-paper advocating for

codes of conduct influenced by the Hiroshima AI process principles, marking a

departure from the initial strict regulatory framework. In reaction, the European
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Commission offered a compromise, suggesting a softer stance on transparency

obligations and introducing codes of practice for high-risk AI models.

 

The Commission’s proposal has received mixed reactions from EU member states.

While Germany and Italy displayed a degree of openness, France remained

unconvinced. European Parliament’s co-rapporteur on the AI Act, Brando Benifei,

told Agenzia ANSA, "If they persist in this line, we will not find an agreement, but I

don't think that will be the case." The European Parliament countered with a demand

for more stringent regulations on foundation models posing systemic risks. The

discord among different parties led to the postponement of a crucial technical

meeting, adding pressure as the trilogue meeting on December 6th nears.

 

Meanwhile, the creative sector, represented by various European associations, has

issued a strong call for enhanced transparency in the AI Act. Highlighting the

unauthorized use of their works by AI, they state, "Today, our members’ protected

works, voices, and images are used without their knowledge, consent, and

remuneration to generate content." The associations advocate for high levels of

transparency in the datasets used by generative AI and mandatory compliance with

EU and national laws. They also call for strict labeling obligations for AI-generated or

manipulated content. Echoing these concerns, CAIDP supports strong transparency

obligations in the EU AI Act to ensure fairness and accountability, and to safeguard

fundamental rights.

What the Data Reveals About

American Views on AI

 

According to a recent Pew Research

Center survey, 52% of Americans are

"more concerned than excited about AI

in daily life," while only "10% say they

are more excited than concerned." This sentiment reveals a complex and cautious

stance towards AI. The survey also indicates that 90% of Americans have "heard at

least a little about artificial intelligence," but only "one-in-three say they’ve heard a

lot about it." Moreover, the survey delves into public perceptions of ChatGPT, finding

that "58% of U.S. adults have heard of ChatGPT," but "only 18% of all U.S. adults

say they’ve used ChatGPT."

 

Additionally, the survey reveals that Americans favor government regulation and

oversight of emerging AI technologies, with "67% of those who are familiar with

chatbots like ChatGPT" expressing more concern about insufficient government

regulation than excessive regulation. When it comes to AI-powered driverless
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vehicles, "87% of Americans want them held to a higher testing standard than other

passenger vehicles." These insights collectively provide a comprehensive picture of

Americans' evolving views on AI, capturing both their cautious optimism and

concerns as AI continues to shape their lives.

India Moves to Combat Deepfake

Technology

 

Indian government is addressing the

emerging threat of deepfake

technology, which poses significant

risks to democracy and social

institutions globally. Recognizing the challenges amplified by the spread of deepfake

content on social media platforms, officials from the Indian government held a

meeting with experts from academic institutions, industry representatives, and major

social media companies. The focus was on devising strategies to combat the

deceptive capabilities of deepfake technology, which can manipulate videos and

images to create realistic but fake content.

 

The strategy involves government, academic institutions, social media firms, and

industry associations working together. This strategy is centered around four main

pillars: enhancing the detection of deepfake content both before and after it is

posted online; developing effective mechanisms to prevent the spread of such

content; establishing efficient systems for reporting and addressing grievances

related to deepfakes; and launching widespread awareness campaigns to educate

the public about the nature and risks of deepfake technology.

Swiss Federal Council Moves to

Regulate AI

 

The Swiss Federal Council initiated a

study to explore regulatory approaches

for AI, reflecting a response to the

evolving landscape of technology. The

Council instructed the Department of Environment, Transport, Energy, and

Communications to prepare an overview of potential AI regulations. This study,

slated for completion by the end of 2024, marks a significant step in Switzerland's

approach to integrating AI technologies within its legal and ethical frameworks.

 

The Council's initiative will build upon existing Swiss laws, taking into consideration
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the international regulatory landscape, particularly the EU AI Act and the Council of

Europe's AI Convention. These international regulations will serve as significant

references in shaping Switzerland's approach to AI regulation. The study will focus

on ensuring AI's compliance with fundamental rights, along with evaluating technical

standards and analyzing financial and institutional implications of different regulatory

methods.

Italy Probes Online Data Use for AI

Training

 

Italy's data protection authority launched

a critical investigation into the collection

of personal data online for training AI

algorithms. The investigation targets both public and private entities in Italy that

control data, assessing their adoption of adequate security measures to prevent

extensive data collection, commonly known as webscraping, by third parties. "This

fact-finding investigation concerns all public and private entities, operating as data

controllers, established in Italy or offering services in Italy, which make personal

data freely accessible online," stated the authority, emphasizing the broad scope of

this inquiry.

 

The investigation's primary focus is on how websites, managed by both public and

private organizations, might be inadvertently facilitating the mass collection of

personal data. These data, often published online for specific purposes like news

dissemination or administrative transparency, are at risk of being scraped by AI

platforms for various uses. The authority also extended an invitation to trade

associations, consumer groups, experts, and academics to contribute their insights

on security measures against this massive data collection.

CAIDP ACTIONS

FTC Authorizes Compulsory Process

for AI-related Products and Services

 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC)

announced a streamlined procedure for

investigations concerning AI products

and services. The new policy will be in

effect for 10 years. CAIDP supports this decision as it comes amid heightened

public concerns over AI techniques, personal data collection, and website scraping

to acquire others' work. The FTC needs the ability to respond promptly to public
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complaints and to expedite investigations. The new procedure makes that possible.

 

The FTC's definition of AI stands as: "AI includes, but is not limited to, machine-

based systems that can, for a set of defined objectives, make predictions,

recommendations, or decisions influencing real or virtual environments. Generative

AI can be used to generate synthetic content including images, videos, audio, text,

and other digital content that appear to be created by humans." The Center

appreciates the FTC's definition for its comprehensive nature, which differs from the

OECD's recent definition of AI.

 

The OECD defines AI as: "An AI system is a machine-based system that, for explicit

or implicit objectives, infers, from the input it receives, how to generate outputs such

as predictions, content, recommendations, or decisions that can influence physical

or virtual environments. Different AI systems vary in their levels of autonomy and

adaptiveness after deployment."

 

This definition emphasizes how AI systems process information and produce results.

In contrast, the FTC's definition is broader, acknowledging generative AI's ability to

create synthetic content that appears to be made by humans. The CAIDP suggests

that the FTC's definition, with its wider scope, is more practical and urges AI

policymakers to consider adopting the FTC's approach or a similar one for a more

inclusive understanding of AI's capabilities and implications.

 

At the same time, CAIDP restates its request that the FTC finalize the investigation

of OpenAI and issue a legal order. We filed our complaint in March, and we are still

waiting for the outcome. The events of the past week make clear that self-

governance models for AI companies do not work. Consumer agencies, such as the

FTC, have the responsibility to safeguard the public.

AI POLICY EVENTS

CAIDP Hosts Panel on AI and Elections at Athens Roundtable

 

CAIDP is excited to be a partner of The Athens Roundtable again. This year, our

President Merve Hickok will moderate the panel on The Impact of Generative AI on

Elections, with esteemed leaders and scholars Marielza Oliveira, Paul Nemitz,

Rebekah Tromble, and Caio Vieira Machado.

 

In 2024, more than 50 countries will have major elections, impacting around 3.9

billion people. The session will address the threats that AI-generated content poses

to national security and the provision of fundamental rights, and debate policy
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interventions and legal guardrails.

Apply for the 2024 Rodotà Award

 

It is with great pleasure that we announce

the call for applications for the 2024 Stefano

Rodotà Award. Professor Rodotà was a

great champion of human rights in the digital

age and his work was an inspiration to many.

 

The prize acknowledges innovative and original academic research projects or

publications by young students or researchers in personal data protection. And for

those interested in AI governance, there are great opportunities to explore the

significance of AI in Convention 108 and also the forthcoming Council of Europe

Treaty on AI.

 

Deadline: November 30, 2023
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	The Bill delineates clear principles for the AI Authority to consider in regulating AI. These principles include "safety, security and robustness; appropriate transparency and explainability; fairness; accountability and governance; contestability and redress." Moreover, the Bill mandates businesses involved in AI to be transparent, thoroughly test their AI systems, and comply with existing laws, including those related to data protection and intellectual property. It also emphasizes the need for AI applications to be inclusive and non-discriminatory, catering to diverse socio-economic groups, the elderly, and disabled people. In a significant move to ensure ethical use of AI, the Bill requires businesses to appoint a designated AI officer, responsible for "the safe, ethical, unbiased and non-discriminatory use of AI by the business."
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	The European Union's AI Act negotiations continue to be mired in complexity, particularly regarding the regulation of foundation models. A significant development unfolded last week when France, Germany, and Italy opposed the EU's proposed tiered regulation system, according to Euractiv. Opting for a more flexible approach, these countries presented a non-paper advocating for codes of conduct influenced by the Hiroshima AI process principles, marking a departure from the initial strict regulatory framework. In reaction, the European Commission offered a compromise, suggesting a softer stance on transparency obligations and introducing codes of practice for high-risk AI models.
	The Commission’s proposal has received mixed reactions from EU member states. While Germany and Italy displayed a degree of openness, France remained unconvinced. European Parliament’s co-rapporteur on the AI Act, Brando Benifei, told Agenzia ANSA, "If they persist in this line, we will not find an agreement, but I don't think that will be the case." The European Parliament countered with a demand for more stringent regulations on foundation models posing systemic risks. The discord among different parties led to the postponement of a crucial technical meeting, adding pressure as the trilogue meeting on December 6th nears.
	Meanwhile, the creative sector, represented by various European associations, has issued a strong call for enhanced transparency in the AI Act. Highlighting the unauthorized use of their works by AI, they state, "Today, our members’ protected works, voices, and images are used without their knowledge, consent, and remuneration to generate content." The associations advocate for high levels of transparency in the datasets used by generative AI and mandatory compliance with EU and national laws. They also call for strict labeling obligations for AI-generated or manipulated content. Echoing these concerns, CAIDP supports strong transparency obligations in the EU AI Act to ensure fairness and accountability, and to safeguard fundamental rights.
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	According to a recent Pew Research Center survey, 52% of Americans are "more concerned than excited about AI in daily life," while only "10% say they are more excited than concerned." This sentiment reveals a complex and cautious stance towards AI. The survey also indicates that 90% of Americans have "heard at least a little about artificial intelligence," but only "one-in-three say they’ve heard a lot about it." Moreover, the survey delves into public perceptions of ChatGPT, finding that "58% of U.S. adults have heard of ChatGPT," but "only 18% of all U.S. adults say they’ve used ChatGPT."
	Additionally, the survey reveals that Americans favor government regulation and oversight of emerging AI technologies, with "67% of those who are familiar with chatbots like ChatGPT" expressing more concern about insufficient government regulation than excessive regulation. When it comes to AI-powered driverless vehicles, "87% of Americans want them held to a higher testing standard than other passenger vehicles." These insights collectively provide a comprehensive picture of Americans' evolving views on AI, capturing both their cautious optimism and concerns as AI continues to shape their lives.
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	Indian government is addressing the emerging threat of deepfake technology, which poses significant risks to democracy and social institutions globally. Recognizing the challenges amplified by the spread of deepfake content on social media platforms, officials from the Indian government held a meeting with experts from academic institutions, industry representatives, and major social media companies. The focus was on devising strategies to combat the deceptive capabilities of deepfake technology, which can manipulate videos and images to create realistic but fake content.
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	Italy's data protection authority launched a critical investigation into the collection of personal data online for training AI algorithms. The investigation targets both public and private entities in Italy that control data, assessing their adoption of adequate security measures to prevent extensive data collection, commonly known as webscraping, by third parties. "This fact-finding investigation concerns all public and private entities, operating as data controllers, established in Italy or offering services in Italy, which make personal data freely accessible online," stated the authority, emphasizing the broad scope of this inquiry.
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