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This week we celebrate the graduation of over 250 participants in the CAIDP AI

Policy Clinics. The Center for AI and Digital Policy will award certificates to those

who have completed rigorous courses in AI Policy and AI Policy Advanced, as well

as the participants in the Policy Group and the Legal Group who gained practical,

hands-on experience drafting AI policy statements and meeting with AI policy

makers. For graduation speakers, CAIDP is honored to welcome professor Emma

Ruttkamp-Bloem and Dr. Joy Boulamwini. Ruttkamp-Bloem is professor and head of

the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pretoria.

She is the leader of the ethics of artificial intelligence research group at the Centre

for Artificial Intelligence Research (CAIR) in South Africa. She was recently named

to the UN AI Advisory Board. Dr. Joy is the founder of the Algorithmic Justice

League, a Ghanaian-American-Canadian computer scientist, and the author

of Unmaking AI (Random House 2023) a remarkable, first-person account of her

efforts to challenge algorithmic bias. 

In AI policy news, cybersecurity agencies from the UK, U.S., and other countries

released comprehensive AI Security Guidelines, emphasizing 'security by design' to

ensure safe AI development. Simultaneously, UNESCO intensifies its call for

immediate worldwide action on AI ethics implementation. In the U.S., the Senate's AI

Insight Forum, chaired by Senator Chuck Schumer, focused on transparency and

intellectual property rights in AI.

Meanwhile, UNESCO and LG AI Research have partnered to promote ethical AI

use, aligning AI technologies with human rights and fairness, and Ukraine has

initiated discussions to develop an AI law, focusing on personal data protection and

ethical AI practices. In the European Union, the AI Act is navigating a complex path

in its final legislative phase.

CAIDP endorses the Spanish Presidency's stance on AI regulation, valuing Europe's

leadership role, advocating for the management of foundational model risks, and

upholding the democratic process against narrow lobbying efforts. Also, the Athens
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Roundtable 2023 emphasized the importance of inclusive AI policy discussions,

highlighting the critical role of civil society and the diversity of voices.

AI POLICY NEWS

Global Coalition Releases AI Security

Guidelines

In a significant international effort,

cybersecurity agencies from the UK,

U.S., and other countries released a

detailed set of guidelines for the secure

development of AI systems. A senior U.S. official said: "The release of the

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/files/Guidelines-for-secure-AI-system-development.pdf
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Guidelines for Secure AI System Development marks a key milestone in our

collective commitment—by governments across the world—to ensure the

development and deployment of AI capabilities that are secure by design." This

approach reflects the emerging consensus on the importance of 'security by design',

ensuring that cybersecurity is a cornerstone of AI systems from their inception.

The guidelines cover the entire lifecycle of AI systems, including design,

development, deployment, and operation. "Security must be a core requirement, not

just in the development phase but throughout the life cycle of the system," the

document states, emphasizing the need for continuous vigilance against emerging

threats in AI. The guidelines stress that "taking ownership of security outcomes for

customers," and "embracing radical transparency and accountability" are key to

building secure AI systems. These recommendations aim to establish a framework

within which AI can be developed safely and responsibly, addressing unique

vulnerabilities specific to AI technologies.

The breadth of international cooperation behind these guidelines is noteworthy, with

contributions from a diverse array of agencies and organizations across countries

such as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Chile, Germany, Israel, Italy, Japan,

Nigeria, Norway, Poland, South Korea, and Singapore. Although the Guidelines are

non-binding, they are underscored by an international commitment to AI safety.

Their advisory nature does not undermine their role in guiding global AI

development; rather, they are a unified vision for AI safety and responsible

development.

UNESCO Calls for Rapid

Implementation of AI Ethics Globally

According to the Voice of Nigeria,

UNESCO has intensified its call for

swift global action on the

implementation of AI ethics. This urgent

appeal comes on the second anniversary of the UNESCO Recommendation on the

Ethics of Artificial Intelligence. Highlighted in a high-profile media briefing, UNESCO

stressed the necessity for governments worldwide to integrate these ethical

guidelines into their AI policies.

The recommendation, a landmark agreement adopted in November 2021,

underscores the importance of using AI to benefit individuals while respecting

human rights. However, the lack of robust ethical frameworks in AI poses risks of

bias and discrimination, threatening fundamental freedoms. In response, UNESCO

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/files/Guidelines-for-secure-AI-system-development.pdf
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urges governments to establish comprehensive frameworks and institutions to

mitigate these risks.

UNESCO will sponsor the second Global Forum on AI Ethics on 5 and 6 February

2024 in Kranj, Slovenia. A number of UNESCO initiatives, such as the Global AI

Ethics Observatory and the UNESCO AI Ethics Experts without Borders Network,

will be launched at the Forum.

Senate's AI Forum Tackles

Transparency and Copyright

 

At the U.S. Senate's seventh AI Insight

Forum, key discussions revolved

around the intricate aspects of AI, such

as transparency, explainability,

intellectual property, and copyright. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, along

with fellow senators, led this bipartisan initiative. “This is now our seventh AI Insight

Forum, and each time, I have left with a greater understanding of the complexities of

AI," Schumer said. He pointed out the critical areas that need legislative attention,

particularly concerning the rights of creators in the digital age and the role of

transparency in AI systems.

 

Key topics at the forum included the exploration of AI's implications for creators and

inventors, especially regarding intellectual property and copyright issues. The

discussions also delved into the nuances of the NO FAKES Act, digital replicas and

likeness, the scope of copyright legislation, and the application of the fair use

doctrine in training large language models. "First, when it comes to copyright and AI,

we must create and enforce protections for creators to maintain their identities in the

age of AI, which may include ensuring transparency in AI systems to see what data

they are trained on, all while maintaining America’s role as the leading innovator of

AI," he stated.

 

The forum also highlighted the need for transparency and explainability in AI

systems, especially in high-impact sectors like finance, healthcare, and criminal

justice. Schumer articulated the necessity of this transparency, stating, "We must

expand on President Biden’s Executive Order to build more robust disclosure

requirements for AI systems to promote safety and security and guard against bias."

UNESCO and LG AI Research Partner

for AI Ethics Initiative
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In a notable development, UNESCO

and LG AI Research have entered into

a partnership aimed at promoting the

ethical use of AI. This agreement,

marked by a Letter of Intent, focuses

on aligning AI technologies with the

principles of human rights,

transparency, and fairness. The collaboration is an extension of UNESCO's ongoing

efforts to set global standards for AI ethics, including the development of a

comprehensive framework for ethical AI deployment.

The partnership intends to enhance understanding and practices around AI ethics

through educational programs, capacity building, and awareness campaigns. Both

organizations have expressed a commitment to ensuring that AI development aligns

with ethical standards and contributes positively to society. This initiative highlights

the growing importance of ethical considerations in the advancement of AI

technologies globally.

Ukraine Explores AI Regulation

Roadmap

In a recent roundtable at the Secretariat

of the Ukrainian Parliament

Commissioner for Human Rights,

experts from the EU4DigitalUA project

engaged in a discussion about the prospects of regulating AI in Ukraine. The focus

of the discussion was on the current use of AI and case studies demonstrating its

application. A key highlight was the announcement of the development of

recommendations by EU4DigitalUA in the areas of personal data protection and AI.

This initiative marks a significant step towards establishing AI regulation in Ukraine,

emphasizing the country's commitment to not only embrace technological

advancements but also to prioritize the protection of personal data and human

rights. The development of these recommendations is seen as an essential first

move in shaping the future of AI regulation in the country. The organizers invite

further public engagement in this crucial discussion, encouraging individuals to

participate and send their questions to EU4DigitalUA experts via

participation@ext.eu4digitalua.eu.

EU Navigates Complex Terrain in AI Act

 

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-and-lg-ai-research-forge-landmark-partnership-promote-ethics-artificial-intelligence
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Reported by Luca Bertuzzi from

Euractiv.com, the Spanish presidency of

the EU Council is steering a delicate

course in the AI Act’s law enforcement

chapter. As the AI Act nears its final

legislative phase, the presidency seeks

member state flexibility, particularly in

the sensitive area of law enforcement. "The Spanish presidency, which negotiates

on behalf of European governments, will need a revised negotiating mandate,"

Bertuzzi reports. This move comes as policymakers gear up for a decisive trilogue

meeting on December 6, attempting to reconcile various interests in the AI rulebook.

 

The Spanish presidency's revised mandate, as reported by Luca Bertuzzi,

addresses the regulation of foundation models in the AI Act. This segment of the AI

legislation has been contentious, with France, Germany, and Italy advocating for

self-regulation over binding rules for foundation models like OpenAI’s GPT-4. The

European Commission proposes a neutral approach, introducing horizontal rules for

all General Purpose AI (GPAI) models and specialized codes of conduct for top-tier

models. This proposal aims to ensure transparency and ethical use of powerful AI

models while maintaining innovation and competitiveness in the European AI sector.

 

In light of the upcoming EU AI Act negotiations, a coalition of 16 civil society

organizations has issued a stark warning: the Council risks failing human rights in

the AI Act. Their statement, released just ahead of the trilogue negotiation,

emphasizes the potential harms of AI in state surveillance, especially its

disproportionate impact on marginalized communities. "Without meaningful

regulation of the use of AI in law enforcement, the AI Act will not fulfil its promise to

put people’ safety first and it will fail human rights at large," the statement asserts.

This call from civil society underlines the urgent need for robust, rights-respecting AI

legislation.

 

An OpEd in Social Europe highlights the role of Big Tech lobbying in the AI Act's

formulation. The article, authored by Bram Vranken, CEO of Corporate Europe

Observatory, points out that tech giants are leveraging their influence to shape AI

regulations in their favor. Vranken points out, "Behind closed doors, the companies

have fiercely lobbied the European Union to leave advanced AI systems

unregulated." This behind-the-scenes lobbying highlights the tension between

corporate interests and the public good in the evolving landscape of AI regulation.

Join the movement & empower the AI policy
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change-makers

Your contribution makes a real difference:

 

Provide invaluable AI policy training to aspiring leaders in over 80 countries.

Support the development of our AI & Democratic Values Index Report, a vital

resource for understanding AI's global impact.

Stay informed with our comprehensive updates on AI policy developments

worldwide.

Help us continue our essential dialogue with policymakers, shaping the responsible

evolution of AI.

 

Every donation helps the Center for AI and Digital Policy build a more informed and

equitable AI-driven world.

Donate with PayPal

Need help with your donation? Contact us at fundraising@caidp.org

CAIDP is a registered non-profit organization, incorporated in Washington, DC

​Tax ID: 86-3350258

CAIDP ACTIONS

CAIDP Backs Spanish Presidency on AI

Act

CAIDP joined with researchers, civil

society organizations, and think tanks in

support of the Spanish Presidency

approach to the regulation of AI

 

The letter makes these key points:

Europe’s regulatory leadership is an asset that should be valued. "Europe stands in

a unique position to enforce the first horizontal regulation on AI, including foundation

models with a global footprint."

Foundation models as a technology present a unique risk profile that must be

managed. "Regulation of foundation models offers essential protection that will

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LR56DPUTZKY8E
mailto:fundraising@caidp.org
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benefit the EU industry and the emerging AI ecosystem."

 

Resisting narrow lobbying interests to protect the democratic process. "It is crucial to

prevent the vested lobbying efforts of Big Tech and a few large AI companies from

circumventing this democratic process."

CAIDP's Marc Rotenberg Joins Panel at

Harvard on AI and Democracy

Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of

CAIDP, joined a panel at the Harvard

Conference on AI and Democracy. This

event convenes leading experts to

address the profound ethical, political, and regulatory issues posed by emergent AI

technologies.

Pictured at the Harvard Conference are CAIDP researchers Cornelia Evers, Gabriel

Toscano, Marc Rotenberg, Michelle Tan, and Nathan McFaul. (Not pictured Nelly

Rosseau)

Athens Roundtable 2023: Pioneering

the Path for Human-Centric AI

 

At the Athens Roundtable, co-

sponsored by CAIDP, a diverse array of

voices converged to shape the future of

AI in global policy. Opening remarks by

Vilas Dhar, President, Patrick J. McGovern Foundation, set the stage, emphasizing

the imperative of a human rights-first approach and the inclusion of the global

majority in AI discussions. Dhar stated, “We need to advance core human interests.

We are deeply behind in inclusion. The Global North still dominates the

conversation. A human-rights-first approach is needed! Tech power limits civil

society participation and co-creation. We need to include global majority voices

everywhere. We need to think of the global majority beyond geographical borders.”

A notable session was the panel on

"Trustworthy AI in the Global South,"

featuring insightful inputs from Yolanda

Botti-Lodovico and Neema K. Lugangira.

This panel underscored the critical

https://sts.hks.harvard.edu/events/workshops/the-conference-on-ai-democracy/


importance of involving the Global South in AI policy development. Tanzania MEP

Lugangira emphasized this point strongly, stating, "Global South needs to be

involved in the policy conversations from the very start, not as an afterthought.

Companies must be held accountable for data misuse and exploitation beyond the

borders where they are incorporated."

In her remarks on AI governance, U.S.

Representative Sarah Jacobs brought

attention to the often-overlooked role of civil

society and leaders from the Global South in

global AI governance. She noted, “Civil

society has been sounding the alarm bells

on how AI and algorithmic systems can undermine human rights. We need to

address the harm already caused by AI.” Jacobs also reminded the audience of the

letter she sent along with other lawmakers to VP Harris ahead of the UK AI Summit,

advocating for U.S. leadership in addressing both fairness and safety in AI.

Furthermore, Jacobs referenced the letter to Secretary Blinken, highlighting the

need for the U.S. to raise the bar in promoting human rights and establish a model

for democratic values in global AI governance.

The panel titled, Generative AI & Elections,

was a highlight of the event. Moderated by

Merve Hickok, experts including Marielza

Oliveira, Paul Nemitz, Rebekah Tromble,

and Caio Vieira Machado, explored how

generative AI impacts democracy and

elections. They delved into the growing concerns over decreasing trust in the

electoral process and the urgent need for regulation and strong public authorities to

ensure secure and fair elections. The discussion served as a call to action to defend

democracy, stressing the critical need for policy interventions to safeguard electoral

integrity in the face of advancing AI technologies.

AI POLICY EVENTS

CAIDP AI Policy Clinic graduation with Professor Emma Ruttkamp-Bloem and
Dr. Joy Boulamwini, Washington DC, Dec 4, 2023
International Working Group on Data Protection, Privacy and Generative AI
Symposium with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Ottawa, Canada, Dec 7-8, 2023
2023 TTI/Vanguard: [next] with Merve Hickok (CAIDP) , Half Moon Bay, CA,
Dec 11-13, 2023 
SciencesPo, The EU-US Data Privacy Framework: what future for
transatlantic data transfers? with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Paris, France,

https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-representative-jacobs-urge-vice-president-harris-to-continue-leadership-ensuring-ai-governance-promotes-civil-rights-and-democratic-values-at-uk-ai-safety-summit
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Dec. 13, 2023
American Association of Law Schools, Defending Democracy with Marc
Rotenberg (CAIDP), Washington, DC, Jan. 4, 2024
World Government Summit with Marc Rotenberg (CAIDP), Dubai, Feb. 12-14,
2024
CAIDP AI and Democratic Values, Washington, DC, April 4 2024
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	This week we celebrate the graduation of over 250 participants in the CAIDP AI Policy Clinics. The Center for AI and Digital Policy will award certificates to those who have completed rigorous courses in AI Policy and AI Policy Advanced, as well as the participants in the Policy Group and the Legal Group who gained practical, hands-on experience drafting AI policy statements and meeting with AI policy makers. For graduation speakers, CAIDP is honored to welcome professor Emma Ruttkamp-Bloem and Dr. Joy Boulamwini. Ruttkamp-Bloem is professor and head of the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pretoria. She is the leader of the ethics of artificial intelligence research group at the Centre for Artificial Intelligence Research (CAIR) in South Africa. She was recently named to the UN AI Advisory Board. Dr. Joy is the founder of the Algorithmic Justice League, a Ghanaian-American-Canadian computer scientist, and the author of Unmaking AI (Random House 2023) a remarkable, first-person account of her efforts to challenge algorithmic bias.
	In AI policy news, cybersecurity agencies from the UK, U.S., and other countries released comprehensive AI Security Guidelines, emphasizing 'security by design' to ensure safe AI development. Simultaneously, UNESCO intensifies its call for immediate worldwide action on AI ethics implementation. In the U.S., the Senate's AI Insight Forum, chaired by Senator Chuck Schumer, focused on transparency and intellectual property rights in AI.
	Meanwhile, UNESCO and LG AI Research have partnered to promote ethical AI use, aligning AI technologies with human rights and fairness, and Ukraine has initiated discussions to develop an AI law, focusing on personal data protection and ethical AI practices. In the European Union, the AI Act is navigating a complex path in its final legislative phase.
	CAIDP endorses the Spanish Presidency's stance on AI regulation, valuing Europe's leadership role, advocating for the management of foundational model risks, and upholding the democratic process against narrow lobbying efforts. Also, the Athens Roundtable 2023 emphasized the importance of inclusive AI policy discussions, highlighting the critical role of civil society and the diversity of voices.
	Global Coalition Releases AI Security Guidelines
	In a significant international effort, cybersecurity agencies from the UK, U.S., and other countries released a detailed set of guidelines for the secure development of AI systems. A senior U.S. official said: "The release of the Guidelines for Secure AI System Development marks a key milestone in our collective commitment—by governments across the world—to ensure the development and deployment of AI capabilities that are secure by design." This approach reflects the emerging consensus on the importance of 'security by design', ensuring that cybersecurity is a cornerstone of AI systems from their inception.
	The guidelines cover the entire lifecycle of AI systems, including design, development, deployment, and operation. "Security must be a core requirement, not just in the development phase but throughout the life cycle of the system," the document states, emphasizing the need for continuous vigilance against emerging threats in AI. The guidelines stress that "taking ownership of security outcomes for customers," and "embracing radical transparency and accountability" are key to building secure AI systems. These recommendations aim to establish a framework within which AI can be developed safely and responsibly, addressing unique vulnerabilities specific to AI technologies.
	The breadth of international cooperation behind these guidelines is noteworthy, with contributions from a diverse array of agencies and organizations across countries such as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Chile, Germany, Israel, Italy, Japan, Nigeria, Norway, Poland, South Korea, and Singapore. Although the Guidelines are non-binding, they are underscored by an international commitment to AI safety. Their advisory nature does not undermine their role in guiding global AI development; rather, they are a unified vision for AI safety and responsible development.
	UNESCO Calls for Rapid Implementation of AI Ethics Globally
	According to the Voice of Nigeria, UNESCO has intensified its call for swift global action on the implementation of AI ethics. This urgent appeal comes on the second anniversary of the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence. Highlighted in a high-profile media briefing, UNESCO stressed the necessity for governments worldwide to integrate these ethical guidelines into their AI policies.
	The recommendation, a landmark agreement adopted in November 2021, underscores the importance of using AI to benefit individuals while respecting human rights. However, the lack of robust ethical frameworks in AI poses risks of bias and discrimination, threatening fundamental freedoms. In response, UNESCO urges governments to establish comprehensive frameworks and institutions to mitigate these risks.
	UNESCO will sponsor the second Global Forum on AI Ethics on 5 and 6 February 2024 in Kranj, Slovenia. A number of UNESCO initiatives, such as the Global AI Ethics Observatory and the UNESCO AI Ethics Experts without Borders Network, will be launched at the Forum.
	Senate's AI Forum Tackles Transparency and Copyright
	At the U.S. Senate's seventh AI Insight Forum, key discussions revolved around the intricate aspects of AI, such as transparency, explainability, intellectual property, and copyright. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, along with fellow senators, led this bipartisan initiative. “This is now our seventh AI Insight Forum, and each time, I have left with a greater understanding of the complexities of AI," Schumer said. He pointed out the critical areas that need legislative attention, particularly concerning the rights of creators in the digital age and the role of transparency in AI systems.
	Key topics at the forum included the exploration of AI's implications for creators and inventors, especially regarding intellectual property and copyright issues. The discussions also delved into the nuances of the NO FAKES Act, digital replicas and likeness, the scope of copyright legislation, and the application of the fair use doctrine in training large language models. "First, when it comes to copyright and AI, we must create and enforce protections for creators to maintain their identities in the age of AI, which may include ensuring transparency in AI systems to see what data they are trained on, all while maintaining America’s role as the leading innovator of AI," he stated.
	The forum also highlighted the need for transparency and explainability in AI systems, especially in high-impact sectors like finance, healthcare, and criminal justice. Schumer articulated the necessity of this transparency, stating, "We must expand on President Biden’s Executive Order to build more robust disclosure requirements for AI systems to promote safety and security and guard against bias."
	UNESCO and LG AI Research Partner for AI Ethics Initiative
	In a notable development, UNESCO and LG AI Research have entered into a partnership aimed at promoting the ethical use of AI. This agreement, marked by a Letter of Intent, focuses on aligning AI technologies with the principles of human rights, transparency, and fairness. The collaboration is an extension of UNESCO's ongoing efforts to set global standards for AI ethics, including the development of a comprehensive framework for ethical AI deployment.
	The partnership intends to enhance understanding and practices around AI ethics through educational programs, capacity building, and awareness campaigns. Both organizations have expressed a commitment to ensuring that AI development aligns with ethical standards and contributes positively to society. This initiative highlights the growing importance of ethical considerations in the advancement of AI technologies globally.
	Ukraine Explores AI Regulation Roadmap
	In a recent roundtable at the Secretariat of the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights, experts from the EU4DigitalUA project engaged in a discussion about the prospects of regulating AI in Ukraine. The focus of the discussion was on the current use of AI and case studies demonstrating its application. A key highlight was the announcement of the development of recommendations by EU4DigitalUA in the areas of personal data protection and AI.
	This initiative marks a significant step towards establishing AI regulation in Ukraine, emphasizing the country's commitment to not only embrace technological advancements but also to prioritize the protection of personal data and human rights. The development of these recommendations is seen as an essential first move in shaping the future of AI regulation in the country. The organizers invite further public engagement in this crucial discussion, encouraging individuals to participate and send their questions to EU4DigitalUA experts via participation@ext.eu4digitalua.eu.
	EU Navigates Complex Terrain in AI Act
	Reported by Luca Bertuzzi from Euractiv.com, the Spanish presidency of the EU Council is steering a delicate course in the AI Act’s law enforcement chapter. As the AI Act nears its final legislative phase, the presidency seeks member state flexibility, particularly in the sensitive area of law enforcement. "The Spanish presidency, which negotiates on behalf of European governments, will need a revised negotiating mandate," Bertuzzi reports. This move comes as policymakers gear up for a decisive trilogue meeting on December 6, attempting to reconcile various interests in the AI rulebook.
	The Spanish presidency's revised mandate, as reported by Luca Bertuzzi, addresses the regulation of foundation models in the AI Act. This segment of the AI legislation has been contentious, with France, Germany, and Italy advocating for self-regulation over binding rules for foundation models like OpenAI’s GPT-4. The European Commission proposes a neutral approach, introducing horizontal rules for all General Purpose AI (GPAI) models and specialized codes of conduct for top-tier models. This proposal aims to ensure transparency and ethical use of powerful AI models while maintaining innovation and competitiveness in the European AI sector.
	In light of the upcoming EU AI Act negotiations, a coalition of 16 civil society organizations has issued a stark warning: the Council risks failing human rights in the AI Act. Their statement, released just ahead of the trilogue negotiation, emphasizes the potential harms of AI in state surveillance, especially its disproportionate impact on marginalized communities. "Without meaningful regulation of the use of AI in law enforcement, the AI Act will not fulfil its promise to put people’ safety first and it will fail human rights at large," the statement asserts. This call from civil society underlines the urgent need for robust, rights-respecting AI legislation.
	An OpEd in Social Europe highlights the role of Big Tech lobbying in the AI Act's formulation. The article, authored by Bram Vranken, CEO of Corporate Europe Observatory, points out that tech giants are leveraging their influence to shape AI regulations in their favor. Vranken points out, "Behind closed doors, the companies have fiercely lobbied the European Union to leave advanced AI systems unregulated." This behind-the-scenes lobbying highlights the tension between corporate interests and the public good in the evolving landscape of AI regulation.
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	Europe’s regulatory leadership is an asset that should be valued. "Europe stands in a unique position to enforce the first horizontal regulation on AI, including foundation models with a global footprint."
	Foundation models as a technology present a unique risk profile that must be managed. "Regulation of foundation models offers essential protection that will benefit the EU industry and the emerging AI ecosystem."
	Resisting narrow lobbying interests to protect the democratic process. "It is crucial to prevent the vested lobbying efforts of Big Tech and a few large AI companies from circumventing this democratic process."
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	Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of CAIDP, joined a panel at the Harvard Conference on AI and Democracy. This event convenes leading experts to address the profound ethical, political, and regulatory issues posed by emergent AI technologies.
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	At the Athens Roundtable, co-sponsored by CAIDP, a diverse array of voices converged to shape the future of AI in global policy. Opening remarks by Vilas Dhar, President, Patrick J. McGovern Foundation, set the stage, emphasizing the imperative of a human rights-first approach and the inclusion of the global majority in AI discussions. Dhar stated, “We need to advance core human interests. We are deeply behind in inclusion. The Global North still dominates the conversation. A human-rights-first approach is needed! Tech power limits civil society participation and co-creation. We need to include global majority voices everywhere. We need to think of the global majority beyond geographical borders.”
	A notable session was the panel on "Trustworthy AI in the Global South," featuring insightful inputs from Yolanda Botti-Lodovico and Neema K. Lugangira. This panel underscored the critical importance of involving the Global South in AI policy development. Tanzania MEP Lugangira emphasized this point strongly, stating, "Global South needs to be involved in the policy conversations from the very start, not as an afterthought. Companies must be held accountable for data misuse and exploitation beyond the borders where they are incorporated."
	In her remarks on AI governance, U.S. Representative Sarah Jacobs brought attention to the often-overlooked role of civil society and leaders from the Global South in global AI governance. She noted, “Civil society has been sounding the alarm bells on how AI and algorithmic systems can undermine human rights. We need to address the harm already caused by AI.” Jacobs also reminded the audience of the letter she sent along with other lawmakers to VP Harris ahead of the UK AI Summit, advocating for U.S. leadership in addressing both fairness and safety in AI. Furthermore, Jacobs referenced the letter to Secretary Blinken, highlighting the need for the U.S. to raise the bar in promoting human rights and establish a model for democratic values in global AI governance.
	The panel titled, Generative AI & Elections, was a highlight of the event. Moderated by Merve Hickok, experts including Marielza Oliveira, Paul Nemitz, Rebekah Tromble, and Caio Vieira Machado, explored how generative AI impacts democracy and elections. They delved into the growing concerns over decreasing trust in the electoral process and the urgent need for regulation and strong public authorities to ensure secure and fair elections. The discussion served as a call to action to defend democracy, stressing the critical need for policy interventions to safeguard electoral integrity in the face of advancing AI technologies.

